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Here is a splendid gift to present to a fellow Christian in 
observance of our Lord’s birthday. The book is simply 
written, so that it can be read with interest by a child; yet its 
meaning is deep enough to hold the interest of the most 
mature adult reader. 


The Keeper 


of the 


King’s lan 


A CHRISTMAS 
INTERLUDE 


By Robert Harris Gearhart, Jr. 


“This is the tale of the thumbless ones, the ones who 
could watch and wait. and waiting, hold true with a faith 
that was strong in the pledge of The Psalmist, their king. 
They waited and watched while the centuries swift like the 
sands through the hour-glass ran; and when the time came 
for the turn of the glass—behold! Ab-Shallom had come!” 


Robert Harris Gearhart has created a beautiful story, 
from the legendary lore of the ancient past, which will arouse 
the reader to look forward more eagerly to the coming of 
the King in the approaching Christmas festival. Here is a 
modern version of the old story, telling of the shepherds who 
watched in their fields for the signs of the coming King, and 
of their ancestors who stood guard duting a thousand years 
for the long-expected Prince of Peace. 


ILLUSTRATED—75 CENTS 
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... for a complete list of appropriate 
books and gifts for the Christmas season, 


see our HOLIDAY CATALOG, mailed 
on request. 
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Christmas G veetings 
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Excelsis 
Deo 


By CLARENCE 
SEIDENSPINNER 


OU cannot destroy the Word of God. Once 
spoken, no man or men or combination of 
earthly powers can wipe out God’s clear, and 
shining Word. And.so it is that a Word 
spoken by God nineteen hundred years ago 
lives today more vigorously than ever. Emperors have 
sent their armies against it; scholars have sometimes 
tw-sted its meaning; churchmen have often evaded its 
d-emrnds; multitudes of people have been indifferent to 
it, bxt that Word continues to speak to the world. That 
Word the world greatly needs in this year of grace, 1939. 


hie ase = Christ: 
Word of peace 
Born in’ Bethlehem 


On Christmas Eve: 
Who preached the gospel of peace 
Who proclaimed the rule of God 
Who helped people in His own day 
Who was killed by the authorities 
Who was crucified 
By the world 
Who flouted death 
And continued 
Tor lave ine the 
Church, His Body, 
Through which He 
Speaks to the world. 


That which a people love and believe to be the 
heart of their religious tradition, they put into their 
poetry. It is not surprising, therefore, to discover the 
poetry of the New Testament expressing the gospel of 
Jesus. This gospel was the good news of the rule of 
God, the good news of a world at peace and in generous 
cooperation. This gospel was such good news to a tired 
world in constant strife that the early Christian poets 
san of a heavenly chorus whose glory filled the skies 
at Jesus’ birth and whose choric refrain was a fitting 
prel de to this Word of Peace which now had come 
to the world. Gloria in excelsis Deo. Glory be to God 
on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

This is a daring Gloria to declare, but it is also a 
thrillng message to hear and one that is unutterably 
true even in a world at war. How can you want to hear 
anything else at this particular Christmas time? With 


Two 


Europe mobilized into an armed camp and with the 
United States selling the materials of warfare to the 
Allies, we now have such a situation of desperate need. 
that the only interest that commands our attention is 
some way or method or possibility of peace. To this 
commanding interest God speaks through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Here is a clear Word from God to the world. 


Perhaps you think that Christ can never touch the 
world and influence it for peace. Perhaps you think that 
He has had time enough through the centuries to bring 
men to their senses and that this new war is a mark 
of His failure. Perhaps you think that nothing can help 
the world, since human nature is apparently selfish and 
bent in the direction of war. 

I was in high school during the last war and, no ~ 
doubt, many of you who read this message are now in 
high school or are recently graduated. I remember how 
confused and exciting and impossible the whole thing 
seemed to me and my companions. We thought that ~ 
war was a terrible thing, but we were also terribly 
fascinated by it. We knew that if the war was not over 
by the time we left high school, we would have to go 
to fight, and we were rather excited about that prospect. 
Concerning the righteousness and inevitability of the 
war there was no doubt in our minds. We knew that: 
it was a holy war, a religious crusade to make the world 
a better place in which to live. 5 


There is a striking difference between my high 
school experience and your own. You know the truth 
about war and I did not. You know that there is no 
such thing in the modern world as a holy war, that all 
war today is the result of economic injustice or selfish- 
ness and the struggle to secure or maintain a balance 
of power. You know that the present war roots back 
into the injustices done Germany after the last war and 
that the last war was a repetition of the old struggle in 
Europe to secure the balance of economic and military 
power. You know, too, that while millions of common 
people suffered and died during the last war, other 
people got rich at the public expense, and that men like 
Sir Basil Zaharoff did everything possible to continue 
the war in order that profits might pile up for the 
munitions interests. 


You know these facts; I did not. That difference 
between the high school students of yesterday and those 
of today is a wonderful step toward peace. It is an evi- 
dence of God's fertile Word at work in the world. 
It is an indication of the fact that Christ has given 
recovery of sight to the blind and deliverance to the 
captives who had been bound by the clever chains of 
propaganda. 


Christ will also help us with the next step. He will 
help more people than ever before to love more people 
than have ever been loved before. Of course, He has 
always helped His followers to love people, but never 
in such numbers as today. He had to make a start with 
just a few people, only eleven. Love is a difficult path 
to follow because there are many obstacles to thwart 
its expression. It must overcome fear, pride, selfishness, 
hatred, jealousy, propaganda, tradition and all the stum- 
bling blocks of human nature. Yet Christian love is 
stronger than these other forces which lead to death, and 
so love slowly makes its way against them. It spread 
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from the original eleven disciples into other communi- 
ties and churches and came to beautiful and thrilling 
action in people like Stephen, Saint Francis, John Wes- 
ley, Albert Schweitzer and Jane Addams. 

Today this love is everywhere apparent in spite of 
the war. Today more people are sensitive and anxious 
concerning the needs and troubles of others than ever 
before. And today there are more attempts being made 


_ to discover ways of cooperation than were ever dreamed 


of yesterday. Christ is helping us to love and to co- 
operate and to live together more happily and success- 
fully than yesterday we knew how to do. 


You will want to’meet Christ at this point of love 
and coaqperation. How can you do this? Well, you can 
read the New Testament and thus come into daily fel- 
lowship with Jesus. You can begin to express the spirit 
of Jesus right at home by your pleasant and cooperative 
attitude. You can take this same spirit to school where 
it will help you to break through your own clique and 
be friendly and democratic with everyone. You can 
take this spirit to church, to League, to Institute and 
become part of a great community or fellowship of good 
will. You can develop the habit now of loving people 
and discovering that nothing under the sun is more im- 
portant or more joyful than this happy and cooperative 
relationship. 

This is the way that God’s Word speaks to the 
world. This is the way that Christ will bring peace to 
the world. He is making gallant progress and we must 
help Him all we can. Though we cannot have a merry 
Christmas this year because so many people are suffer- 
ing, we can have a blessed Christmas because God has 
given us hope and a means of helping. To a world at 
war He has spoken of peace through Jesus Christ. 


Gloria, gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo. Glory, glory 


be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward 


men. 
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S —Self, Service 

T —tTalents, Time 

E —Effort, Endowments 
W—Work, Will 

A —Abilities, Active 

R —Ready, Resources 

D —Do, Dare 

S —Sustain, Support 

H —Heart, Head, Hand 
I —Initiative, Inspiration 
P —Perseverance, Prayer 
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“WHAT AND WHERE” 


In The Old Testament 
A Matching Test by E. Ray Casto 


After each number in the first group below is a de- 
scription of a place, person, or commodity connected 
with the Old Testament. In the two columns below {ind 
the place, person, or thing described and write the p: oper 
number in the blank. 


1. The skin most frequently tanned for use as a 
container of wine, water or milk. 

2. The chief source of illuminating oil. 

3. An animal often killed in honor of a festival or 
to feed a visitor. 

4. The hair of the goat was woven into cloth for 
use in making these. 

5. The chief livestock of the Midianites and the 
Amalekites. 

6. A harvest which came before the wheat harvest. 

7. Aaron’s rod was a limb of this tree. 

8. The land to which almonds were carried as 
presents. 

9. Olive oil was extracted by treading with these. 

10. During this period the ass was used for food 
in Samaria. 

11. Upon this animal, men of moderate means usu- 
ally rode. 

12. <A vegetable much prized by the Israelites. 

13. Solomon’s fleet .was called the navy of this 
country. 

14. The source of Solomon's imports of gold. 

15. The first of the metal-workers. 

16. A valuable mineral of the Dead Sea basin. 

17. A destructive mineral. 

18. A mixer of ointments. 

19. The first herder of sheep. 

20. The location of the first skyscraper. 
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(Answers to above Quiz can be found on page 32) 


Now when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wisemen 
from the east came .. . and saw the 
young child with Mary his mother; 
and they fell down and worshiped him 
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Suggesticns to Leacers: This program may be pre- 
sented in the church in connection with a joint League 
serv:ce; it may be held in the Sunday School, or any 
recular meeting place of the Leagues. It may be a 
joint meeting of all the Leagues, or if desired, an indi- 
vidual League may use it at a regular meeting. 

Make sure it is presented in candlelight. In order to 
obtain more light, it is suggested that on each holder 
there be placed three candles so that when the Angels 
finish lighting them there will be eighteen burning. 
Lecorate the holders with greens, pine cones (these may 
be made very lovely by painting them different colors) 
and red ribbons. 

The Setting for the Nativity Scene may be as sim- 
ple, or elaborate as you desire to make it. The ricliness 
of the costumes will enrich the program, and make it 
most impressive for the members in the audience. On 
the left side of the stage place a manger where Mary is 
to sit after she sings the Magnificat. The manger is to 
have a flashlight in it to represent Christ. Joseph may 
enter during the singing of ‘‘Joy to the World.” At the 
same time the angels are to move from the lights so 
as to form a background for the Manger scene. 

Costumes: The angels are to be dressed in white, 
flowing robes. Wings help to make the scene more im- 
pressive. Mary should wear a Llue robe with white 
drapes. Joseph may have any dark colored robe with 
contrasting color for the head and shoulder covering. 
Shepherds with dark assorted colors, or all brown, with 
crooks. The Wise Men are to be richly dressed. 

The Reader may or may not wear a robe. All of 
the other characters may or may not dress in flowing 
robes. Make sure they stand on each side so as not to 
cut the view of the Nativity Scene from any member in 
the congregation. 

If it is impossible to work out the Drama, any 
League may have the program presented in the candle- 
light. Colored slides of the various pictures may be 
secured and used in the worship program. 


Candlelight Service 
Soft Christmas Music 
The Opening Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
GSP SEH) 
The Prayer: “Advent” (Page 23 PSH) 
(Soft music while all of the lights are turned out in 
the church. One by one the Angels will enter, light a 
candle or candles, and recite the Prophecy.) 
The Prophecies: 
First Angel (Genesis 3:15): And I will put enmity 
_ between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed; he shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel. (Light candle) 
Seccnd Angel (Jeremiah 23:5): Behold, the days 
come, saith Jehovah, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
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Christmas in Music, Pictures and Poetry 


A CHRISTMAS CANDLE-LIGHT SERVICE 


Sister Pearle N. Lyerly, Washington, D. C. 


wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. 

Third Angel (Micah 5:2): But thou, Bethlehem 
Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands 
of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlasting. 

Fourth Angel (Isaiah 9:6): For unto us a child 
is born, unto us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulders; and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlast- 
ing Father, Prince of Peace. 

Fifth Angel (Isaiah 9:7): Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there shall be no end, upon 
the throne of David, and upon his kingdom to estab- 
lish it, and to uphold it with justice and righteousness 
from henceforth, even for ever. 

Sixth Angel (Isaiah 7:14): Therefore, the Lord 
Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Im- 
manuel. 

Hymn: “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night” (12 PSH) 

(The Leaguers are to sing the first two lines and 

the Angels or Prophets are to give the answers.) 

The Reader: Luke 1:26-33, 38 

Mary (may come in on the scene during the reading. 
She may recite or sing the Magnificat—Luke 1:46-55) 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

And my spicit hath rejoiced in God my Saviout. 

For He hath looked upon the low estate of His 
handmaid: for behold, from henceforth all gen- 
erations shall call me blessed. 

For He that is mighty hath done to me great things; 
and holy is His name, 

And His mercy is unto generations and generations 
on them that fear Him. 

He hath showed strength with His arm; He hath 


scattered the proud in the imagination of theit 
heart. 

He hath pat down princes from their thrones, and 
hath exalted them of low degree. 

The hungry He hath filled with good things; and 
the rich hath He sent empty away. 

He hath given to Israel, His servant, that he might 
remember mercy toward Abraham and his seed 
for ever. 


Picture: “Ecce Ancilla Domini” (Behold, the Handmaid 
o: the Lord.”) By Dante Gabriel Rossetti. 

Among the many beautiful paintings of the An- 
nunciation few, if any, possess greater spiritual appeal 
than Rossetti’s “Behold, the Handmaid of the Lord.” 

In the days when Rome was the mistress of the 
world, and Roman soldiers made the power of her 
might felt throughout the world, there lived, in the 
little village of Nazareth in Galilee, a humble peasant 
girl. Her name was Mary, and she was betrothed to a 
young man named Joseph. We know almost nothing 
more about the girl. One day a marvelous thing hap- 
pened to this maiden, whose marriage to the village 
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Carpenter was not far distant. A Divine messenger 
visited her and told her that she had been chosen by 
God to become the mother of a child who should be 
the Saviour for whom the Jewish people had been 
looking for many centuries, 

This beautiful story of the Divine Messenger’s ap- 
Pearance to Mary, Rossetti has attempted to tell us 
in this beautiful painting of “Ecce Ancilla Domini.” 


‘The original, now in the Tate Gallery in London (be- 


fore the war) was painted when Rossetti was but 
twenty-one years old. Rossetti was one of a group of 
artists who dedicated their lives to the interpretation 
of great experiences. 

Study the center of interest in this picture, and 
note the artist has succeeded in making Mary the more 
prominent of the two figures. It is said that Rossetti 
Painted the face of his own sister Christina as the 
virgin in this picture. He knew that Mary of Nazareth 
was not an English girl, but he wanted his picture to 
interpret the experience, not to be merely the photo- 
graph of a Jewish maiden. 

Mary is not looking at the angel. She does not 
seem to know he is there. Think about this dreamy- 
eyed girl. How does it happen that she of all the 
young women of the world is chosen for this expe- 
rience? God has waited until this time to make a more 
complete revelation of Himself to the people of the 
world. He is going to send His only Son into the 
world to establish a kingdom of love and righteous- 
ness and peace. He can send Jesus in any wonderful 
way He may choose, but He will send Him as a little 
child to live in a human home. If this is to happen, 
there must be a mother for the child, and Mary is to 
be that mother. What will God look for in the young 
woman He chooses to be the mother of the Christ- 
child? Does He require a woman of wealth? of great 
beauty? of special education? No, He just needs a 
womanly woman. 

What characteristics of real womanhood can we 
discover from Rossetti’s interpretation of Mary in this 
picture? Symbolism helps us. In the original paint- 
ing, the curtain behind Mary’s head is a soft blue, sug- 
gesting to us the ideal of truth which has been pre- 
paring Mary to be a fine woman since her girlhood. 
At the foot of her bed is a hand loom on which she 
has been weaving her dreams, and the color red, the 
symbol of Divine love. The pattern woven shows pure 
white lilies, which tell of the purity of her thoughts 
and deeds. The angel is holding out to her a spray of 
beautiful lilies, which would seem to emphasize this 
characteristic. The neatness and purity of the room 
suggest the womanly duties with which Mary has oc- 
cupied her time. 

To us, the girls and women of today, this pic- 
ture interprets the great ideal which we should hold 
before us, and which we admire in every fine woman. 
As we weave our dreams on the loom of life, let us 
prepare for a woman’s place in helping to build God's 
Kingdom of Love on the earth. 

(This was taken from “Christ and the Fine Arts,” 


by Maus.) 
Hymn: “Joy to the World! the Lord is Come.” (1 PSH. 


During the singing of this hymn Mary will take her 
place by the Manger.) 
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The Reader: The Nativity—Luke 2:1-7 


A Christmas Carol 


There’s a song in the air! 

There’s a star in the sky! 

There’s a mother’s deep prayer 

And a baby’s low cry! 
And the star rains its fire while the Beautiful sing, 
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King. 


There’s a tumult of joy 

O’er the wonderful birth, 

For the virgin’s sweet boy 

Is the Lord of the earth. 
Ay! the star rains its fice and the Beautiful sing, 
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King. 


In the light of that star 

Lie the ages impeatled; 

And the song from afar 

Has swept over the world. 
Every hearth is aflame and the Beautiful sing, 
In the homes of the nations that Jesus is King. 


We rejoice in the light 
And we echo the song 
That comes down through the night 
From the heavenly throng. 
Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they bring 
And we greet in His cradle our Saviour and King. 


—Josiah Gilbert Holland 


Mary: Sings hymn, ‘Sleep, Baby, Sleep” (570 CSB) 
(Sings lst and 2nd stanzas) 


A Reader: The Visit of the Shepherds—Luke 2:8-20 _ 
(During the reading the Shepherds take their places 
near the manger.) 


The Shepherd Speaks 


Out of the midnight sky a great dawn broke 
And a voice, singing, flooded us with song. 

In David’s city was He born, it sang, 

A Saviour, Christ the Lord. Then while I sat 
Shivering with the thrill of that great cry, 

A mighty choir, a thousand-fold mote sweet, 
Suddenly sang, Glory to God, and peace— 
Peace on the earth; my heart, almost unnerved 
By that swift loveliness, would hardly beat. 
Speechless we waited till the accustomed night 
Gave us no promise more of sweet surprise; 
Then scrambling to our feet, without a word 
We started through the fields to find the Child. 


—John Erskine 
Mary: Sings 3rd stanza of “Sleep, Baby, Sleep” 


Hymn Story (to be told by a Leaguer) 

For a century and a half before the writings of 
Nahum Tate, worshipers of the English Church had 
been singing an “old version of the Psalms of David.” 
Thus when a “new version” of the Psalms appeared 
in 1696, written by Nahum Tate and Nicholas Brady, 
much opposition arose. Many thought of the “old 
version” as being God-inspired, while on the other 
hand, they regarded the newer compositions as “hu- 
man” and sacrilegious. Nevertheless, the “new Ver- 
sion” lived. Later (1703) Mr. Tate wrote a supple- 
ment of sixteen hymns, one of which was ‘‘While 
Shepherds Watched Their Flocks.” It is interesting 
to note that this supplement was one of the early ef- 
forts of English poets to provide hymns for the 
Church distinct from the Psalms of David. 


Nahum Tate, the son of an Irish clergyman, was 
born in Dublin in 1652. He was a friend and literary 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 


NE of the best places to go 
(@) Christmas shopping is the 

woods, right now. In spite 

of their wintry look, they 
harbor a wealth of material for mak- 
ing the most charming gifts imagin- 
able, and all at no cost. 

I am speaking of those little indoor 
gardens called terrariums. They are 
simplified editions of the old-fash- 
ioned Wardian case, which in our 
grandfather’s day was a_ specially 
constructed box (often large and ex- 
pensive), with glass sides and hinged 
glass lid, for growing small plants. 
Its chief point was that it was self- 
watering. When the box was closed, 
transpiration of the plants caused 
drops of moisture to form on the lid, 
and these falling on the plants pro- 
vided moisture and humidity. Thus 
the little garden was kept alive and 
green with practically no trouble to 
the owner. 

But somehow the rage for Wardian 
cases died down, and they were hard- 
ly ever seen until a few years ago, 
when the tropical fish fad waned. 
Then, all of a sudden, fish tanks 
housing plants instead of fish ap- 
peared here and there, with pieces of 
common window glass placed over 
them to accomplish the purpose of 
the hinged lid. Discarded aquariums 
became terrariums, and if you ask 
me, it was a distinct change for the 
better. I feel strongly that a lovely 
bit of woodland growing in a fish 
tank has it all over guppies for 
charm. Besides, terrariums almost 
take care of themselves, something 
which no aquarium to my _ bitter 
knowledge ever does, so I for one 
am delighted that these little gar- 
dens are in favor again. 

If you were not a fish fan, and 
have no empty tanks gathering dust 
in the attic, you can still make a ter- 
rarium at very little cost. Almost 
any attractive receptacle of clear, 
white glass may be used, provided 
it can be closed with a piece of glass 
if it has no lid of its own. I should 
certainly make a tour of the attic 
and cellar, for some bowl or jar, 
ideal for an indoor garden may be 
stored away forgotten. And if no 
booty is forthcoming, there is al- 
ways the dime store, where any num- 
ber of pretty fish bowls or dishes 
may be bought for less than twenty- 
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IN THE WOODS 


By MARION MORGAN 


five cents. The only limit to your 
choice is that the container must be 
deep enough to hold several inches 
of earth, and clear enough to allow 
the garden to be seen and enjoyed 
from all sides. 

Our native plants make the most 
beautiful gardens, I think. A few 
aliens which have a wild-flower look, 
such as the little “strawberry be- 
gonia” or small tropical ferns may 
be used if you like, but since the idea 
is to reproduce a bit of our own 
woods in miniature, natives should 
be the backbone of the garden. To 
collect them, start out for the woods 
armed with a trowel and two bas- 
kets—one for. wood loam, the other 
for plants. Once there, proceed at a 
snail’s pace. The little plants of the 
winter woods are seldom found by 
striding along with casual glances 
here and there. Most of them do 
not leap to the eye. Tiny ferns hide 
in sheltered nooks, and baby plants 
stay green, with amazing hardihood, 
under the leaves, but they are there 
for the looking. Generally speaking, 
anything to be found will do well in 
a terrarium, but the following are 
good old standbys: partridge berry, 
rattlesnake plantain, hepaticas, 
prince’s pine, spotted wintergreen, 
violets, ground pine, crow’s foot, 
checkerberry, pyrola, twinflower, any 
small ferns, tiny seedlings of ever- 
green trees, and all mosses, of which 
you will need quantities. In addition 
to collecting plants, gather up all 
sorts of “accessories,” so to speak, 
to enhance the genuine woodland 
look of your garden, flat stones to 
build a miniature rocky ledge, a few 
rough stones to simulate a bold out- 
cropping of rock, or small dead bran- 
ches, which make the most realistic 
fallen trees. 

Before digging any plants, put a 
good bed of soil in the basket so that 
each one, on being taken up with as 
much earth as possible around the 
roots, may be tucked into this tempo- 
rary bed and left there in perfect 
comfort until wanted. Give them a 
light watering when you get home, 
put the basket in some sheltered out- 
door corner, out of direct sunlight, 
and they'll be all right for days. 
Please be a good conservationist and 
leave behind at least as many plants 
as you take, take no more than you 


can use and take nothing which is 
disappearing from your locality. ' 
After deciding on your container, 
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it is best to plan the layout of the 


garden before going to work, so as- 


to avoid planting and unplanting on 


the trial and error system. The most 


attractive gardens are arranged on 
two eye-levels. This is very simply 
done. by arranging one or more 
slopes in any directions you like, or 
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in tiny bowls, too cramped for a 


slope, using the tallest plants in one 
spot, to give an effect of height. As I 
am not gifted with much artistic skill 
I copy nature when I build a terra- 
rarium. I make mental notes of love- 
ly woodland places, and try to repro- 
duce them in miniature, nature be- 
ing a better landscape designer than 
Jam. 

To set up the garden, line the bowl 
with moss, green side out, to the 
depth of the earth going in. Then 
put a layer of small pieces of char- 
coal on the bottom, with a layer of 
pebbles over that. This makes drain- 
age and keeps the soil sweet. The 
earth now goes in, and any rocks set 
in place. Now “pretty up” the plants. 
Gently wipe off any dirt clinging 
to the leaves, and cut off dead or un- 
sightly leaves. Then go ahead and 
plant according to your own imagina- 
tion and taste, making sure that 
everything has enough root room, 


and is well firmed into place. By the 


way, it is best not to let any leaves 
touch the sides, as direct contact with 
the wet glass causes them to decay 
quickly. After the planting is all 


done, cover the earth with a carpet 


of mosses, and give the garden a 


' 
, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


; 


{ 


good watering. Last of all, cover 


with the glass top, which should be 
cut just a trifle larger than the open- 
ing of the bowl. If the sides cloud 


with condensation, uncover the gar- 


den until some of the moisture evap- 
orates, and that’s all the care it will 
need, except for an occasional prun- 
ing if the plants grow too lush. 
Toward spring, many of the plants 
will flower as though they were at 
home in the woods, and you may be 
astonished to see several newcom- 
ers, from seeds all unsuspected in the 
earth. 

Can you think of a lovelier Christ- 
mas present than a living corner of 
the woods? 
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ner By ELLA A. KAACK 
Missionary Secretary, Luther League of America 


Greetings Luther Leaguers of America: 


As Chairman of the Missionary Committee may I 
take this opportunity and privilege to greet you and 
thank all Leaguers for their fine spirit and splendid work 
on the Liberia project? 


Yes, you made it possible for us to have the thrill 
of being able to report to the convention that the Boys 
School in Liberia will be built, as our project went over 
the top. This makes our seventh National Project suc- 
cessfully completed. It again proves that Luther 
Leaguers can do great things and can accomplish them 
_ once they set out to do so. 


Sa OR ee LR Cr yD Cow 


May I call on you to continue your fine work in 


new project, namely, the raising of $10,000.00 for ex- 
tension work at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Luthergiri, Rajahmundry, India? 


THAR 


Someone asked: “Just exactly what will be included 
in the League project?” 


YAP 


The answer: The building of a Chapel at a cost of 
$5,000.00. Half of the upper floor of the main Seminary 
building is now being used for this purpose, which after 
the Chapel is built will be converted into a classroom 
- and better library facilities. 
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As noted from the foregoing paragraph the library 
is also housed in the main building and a satisfactory 
_ Reading Room has been provided. The supply of books 
- is, however, utterly inadequate, and $500.00 will be used 
for this purpose. 


As a few of the students of the Seminary are mar- 
ried, it is essential that suitable accomodations should 
be provided for such families. Generally the number of 
married students of the A.B. degree standard is small, 
so a double house is proposed and the Luther League is 
going to build it for $850.00. 
In addition, two Indian Professors’ Houses are to 
_ be built at a cost of $3,650.00. 

This is indeed a worthy cause and calls for our 
prayers and best work in order that it might be suc- 
cessful. 

Having gone through dozens of mission articles in 

- yarious magazines the cry for native pastors is great, 
almost beyond description. 

Our opportunity has come to serve and answer this 
great call. 

Ten thousand dollars seems like a great deal of 
money, but when an army of Luther Leaguers as large 

and strong as our American Leaguers join hands and all 
work for the same cause the task is not too great. 


Leaguers have never failed, and we cannot fail now. 


_ DECEMBER, 1941 


the Luther League spirit and start immediately on our — 


GREETINGS 
LITERATURE AVAILABLE 


MISSION STUDY BOOKS 


The following literature may help you in planning 
your Missionary programs on India: 
*1—“Our Foreign Mission Centenary” 
*2—Father Heyer” 
**3—““Whence Cometh Help” 
*4-Pageant entitled: “These Are They,’ by 
Mrs. Roy E. Deal 
*5—Playlet entitled: “Prelude to Dawn,” by 
Hilda Bensen 
+6—One Act Play of India entitled: 
“Empty Hands,” by Helen M. Clark 
+7—Book, “Then The Light Came,” by 
Rey. Fred J. Fiedler 
+8—Motion Pictures and Stereopticon Lectures on 
India as listed on page 12 in the October is- 
sue of the Luther League Review. 
Sources where the foregoing can be obtained: 
*Board of Foreign Missions, 18 East Mount Vernon 
Place, Baltimore, Maryland 
**Luther League of America, 1228 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia, Penna. 
+Friendship Press, 156 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 
£Single Copies—United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Copies for Mission Study Groups should be ordered 
from the Women’s Missionary Society, 1228 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia, Penna. ‘ 


Mission Study Classes 
To become better acquainted with mission problems 
we must study. Why not start your mission study group 
at once? The selected books for the year are: 


Young People mis 
“A Christian Imperative: Our Contribution Cloth Paper 
To World Order,” by Roswell P. Barnes $1.00 $ .60 
Study Book: “What Kind of a World Do 


You Want?” by Ruth Isabel Seabury... Ady 
For all Groups: “Then The Light Came,” 
hy Rev. Pred J. Fiedler i025 c.cs iss seen 1.00  .60 
Seniors 
“The Seed and the Soil,” by 
RichardeTs Baler ay ates na Ponta al 1.00 .60 


Study Book: “Discussion and Program 

Suggestions for Christians on Chris- 

tians and World Order,’ by Emily 

Tadd er? (ic POR te eed Ras tees acca ’ 25 
“Author of Liberty,” by Robert W. Searle.. 1.00 60 
Study Book: “The High Cost of Demo- 

cracy,” by Fred D. Wentzel .......... HAs, 


Intermediates 
“Brothertown,” by Louise B. Griffiths ..... 1.00 .60 
Study Book: “Living Together in Today’s 
World,” by Louise B. Griffiths ....... P 50 
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Decorations 


The regular festive decorations used at Christmas 
time should be used for this party. Of course, a Christ- 
mas tree should be the center of attraction. The tree 
may be trimmed in one of a number of ways, using 
colored balls and tinsel; decorations which have been 
made from colored paper; candy, nuts and popcorn; or 
small gifts, attractively wrapped. 


Invitations 


Christmas bells, stars or trees can be cut from col- 
ored paper. Each person is given ten at the be- 
ginning of the evening and instructed that through- 
out the evening every time they can make some- 
one say “yes” or 
one of their bells. The person securing the most 
during the evening is awarded a small prize. 


A Gift from Santa 


This is played the same as “Upset the 
Fruit Basket.’”’ Players are given the name of a 
gift. The person in the center, “Santa,” must 
try to get a chair. Santa asks one of the 
players if he likes the gifts he has (these are 
the two persons sitting one on either side 
of the person questioned. If he says no, 
Santa asks what he would like to have 
and two more gifts are asked for. The 
two persons who are given the names 
of these two gifts then exchange places 
with the two not liked and Santa tries 
to get one of the chairs. If the person 
questioned says he likes the gifts, every- 
one must change chairs. The person 
left without a seat is then new “Santa.” 


Christmas Telegrams 


Each person is given a piece of 
paper and a pencil and is told to make 
up a telegram using the nine letters in 
the word “Christmas” to make the nine 
words. Example: Can’t Have Rabbits In School That 
Make Any Sound. If there are quite a few persons pres- 
ent, a group could make up the telegram. Prizes may 
be awarded for the best telegrams. 


Wrapping Relay 
Several teams are selected and each player in -each 
team must run to a given place, unwrap, untie, wrap and 
tie a Christmas package. If the paper becomes too bad- 
ly torn, another piece may be supplied, but the team 
using the least sheets of paper, and having the best 
looking package at the end, wins. 


Hanging Stockings 
Stockings are hung at one end of the room and 
players are given a tablespoon. They must pick up an 
apple, carry it on the spoon to the end of the room, place 


Bight’ 


“no” that person must give them ares eo 


it in the stocking and return. Each player repeats this 
until all have run. This must all be done using just 
one hand. 
Merry Christmas 
Players are seated in a circle. One person stands in 
the center and points to one of the players saying “Mer- 
ry Christmas to You.” Before he has finished the per- 
son seated must say “The Same to You.” If he does not 
say this before the person who is “it” has finished, he 
then becomes “it.” If the person in the center of the 
ring points but does not say anything, and the player 
seated says “The same to you,” he still becomes “it.” 


Candle Relay 


Teams are chosen, the number depending on 
the number of persons playing. A chair is placed 


ees _ across the room and teams line up facing the 


chairs. The first person is given a candle and 
some matches. This person must light the can- 
dle, at a given signal, run across the room 
‘yy around the chair and back to the starting 
point, blow out the candle and pass it on to 
the next person who does the same thing. If 
the candle goes out while running, the per- 
son must stop, relight the candle, then pro- 
~ ceed. The team whose players finish first, 
is the winner. 
Snowball Race 


Make tissue paper or cotton “snow- 
balls” to be used in this relay. Inside 
each place a small toy or joke present. 
Each player is given a spoon and must 
pick up the snowball, run to the end of 
— the room and return with the “snow- 
ball” without dropping it. At the end of 
the-race everyone is given a snowball. 

Icicle Game 


Stretch wire across the room to 
which has been fastened sticks of candy. 
Players are blindfolded and given a 
pair of scissors, then told to clip an icicle. They are not 
permitted to feel around for the icicle, but must clip as 
soon as they get to the wire. 


Gift Exchange 

Each person brings a gift. The guests sit in a 
circle and the gifts are passed around. When the whistle 
blows each person keeps the gift he is holding at that 
time. If you desire, you can again start passing the 
gifts, if the persons receiving them do not want them. 
It is necessary for each person to re-wrap his gift and 
then pass it. This may be done two or three times, 
finally making the person keep the gift he is holding. 


Refreshments 
Hot chocolate and Christmas cookies, candy canes, 
and fruit or red and green jello with whipped cream 
and hot chocolate with cake or cookies. 
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The Pocket Testament | eague 


Setting—Home of Harry Brown, President of a local 
League. 


Characters—Harry, Mary, Helen, Jane, Esther and Joe. 


“As scene opens Harry, Joe, Mary, Jane and Esther 
are in the living room of Harry’s home planning the 
Luther League program for the following month. 


Mary: The theme of the topics for this coming month 
is “God’s Love.” Jean Hege has promised to take 
charge of the devotions for the first Sunday. She 
would like to have suggestions for a ‘suitable Scrip- 
ture. What would you suggest? 

June: Wouldn't John 3:16 be a good one? 

Joe: How about using the verse that says: “He that 
loveth not knoweth not God, for God is love’? 
Esther: There’s a verse that says: “He that dwelleth in 

love dwelleth in God, and God in Him.” 

Harry: Isn’t there a chapter known as the love chapter? 

Mary: I have heard of that one—where do you find it? 

Joe: Isn’t it in the New Testament? 

Harry: Now if I had my Testament, I could easily find 
it for you. 

Jane: Well, go get it. 

Harry: I’m sorry, I haven’t it anymore. 
other day. 

Esther: You lost it! Where? 

Harry: I’m not sure, but it must have dropped out of 
my pocket when I was at the ball game. I’ve cer- 
tainly missed it. 

Mary: Perhaps someone will find it and return it to you. 


I lost it the 


- Jane: But how will they know whose it is? 


Harry: It had my Pocket Testament membership card 
in it. 

Jane: A Pocket Testament membership card! 
kind of a card is that? 
(Doorbell rings) 

Harry: Pardon me while I see who is at the door. 

(Helen’s voice is heard outside) Does Harry Brown live 
here? 

Harry: I’m Harry Brown. Won’t you come in? 
(As they enter the room she stops in surprise as 

she sees the group.) 

Helen: I’ve brought something that belongs to you. 

Harry: Something of mine? 

Helen: Yes, this little book. 

Harry: Oh! my Pocket Testament. (To the group) Here 
it is! 

Mary: We're certainly glad you have it again. We were 
sure it would be found. 

Harry (to Helen): How can I repay you for returning 
it to me? 

Helen: The greatest reward you can give me is to tell 
me about this movement. 

Mary: Come, join us and we will be glad to tell you 
what we can about it. 

Jane: I’d like to know more about it, too. How about 
the rest of you, do you belong, too? 

Joe, Esther, Mary (in unison): Yes, we do; don’t you? 

Jane: Well! where did you first hear about it? 


What 
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Esther: Why, at our League meeting! The Luther 
League of America promotes the movement, and 
once a year we have a program telling of the work. 

Jane: Oh, I’ve only belonged to the League a short 
while, maybe I could join. What must you do to 
become a member? 

Harry: Why anyone who is willing to sign the pledge 
card can become a member. ait 

Jane: What is the pledge? I always like to know what 
I’m signing. 

Harry: Here is the pledge in my Testament. Would you 
like to read it? (Gives Testament to Helen) 

Jane: Read it out loud. I would like to hear it, too. 
(Helen reads the pledge from the Testament.) 
Jane: Do you really carry the Testament with you 

wherever you go? 

Harry: Sure, that’s easy. There’s’ always room in my 
pocket for it. 

Esther: I..carry mine in my pocketbook. 

Helen: Where can I get a pledge card? I think I’d 
like to become a member. 

Harry: We get ours from Luther League Headquarters 
in Philadelphia. We'd be glad to get you one or 
you can write for one yourself if you want to. 

Helen: Thank you for telling me about it. I’ll write to- 
morrow for a card. ‘Now I must leave as I have 
several more errands. (Helen leaves.) 

Jane: Well, I’m certainly glad she came. It helped me, 
too. But whoever started this movement? 

Esther: It was started by a young English school girl 
who wanted to win her friends for Christ. She 
knew that the Word of God would be the best way 
to build up her own Christian life and that of 
others. The only way to do this was to have a 
Bible or Testament handy so she began to carry 
one with her. 

Joe: When she grew up she married Charles M. Alex- 
ander, the world-renowned Gospel singer and Evan- 
gelist. That gave her a great opportunity for spread- 
ing the movement in many parts of the world. In 
1908 it became a World-wide Movement. Now there 
are nearly 7,000,000 members. 

Mary: And we are a part of it. 

Esther: And having your Testament returned gained 
two more members for the League. 

Joe: Let’s find the Love Chapter—That’s what started 
this conversation. 

Harry (as he looks in his Testament): It’s I Corin- 
thians, chapter 13. The one that ends with these 
words: “And now abideth faith, hope, love; but the 
greatest of these is love.” 

Jane: That is a beautiful one. Let’s suggest that she 
use it. 

Harry: Will you leave the materials at her house on 
your way home? 

Jane: I’ll be glad to. And now we'd better hurry. It’s 
really late. 

(The meeting is closed as they rise and say good- 
night to each other.) 
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MEET A MEMBER-AT-LARGE OF 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
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DONALD F. BAUTZ 


Born in Buffalo, New York, October 13, 1917. 

Graduated from the Public Schools in Buffalo in 1931 as 
president of the class and winner of the Sons of the 
American Revolution Medal. 

Won second prize in a city-wide Declamation Contest. 

Attended Bennett High School and was active in debate, 
dramatics, literary clubs, radio association. 

Won Junior Declamation Contest. 

Served as president of Bennett Radio Association. 

Member of Legion of Honor Club. 

Awarded scholarship to the Syracuse University School 
of Speech and Dramatic Art. 


After graduation from High School worked as Assistant 
Activities Director of the Buffalo Council, Boy 
Scouts of America Camp “Scouthaven.” 

Entered Wagner Memorial Lutheran College, 1940, to 
study for the ministry. 


Activities at Wagner included: Member debate team, 
varsity players, cheerleader, freshman class presi- 
dent, student manager A Capella Choir. 


Member Kensington Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Buffalo. 


Active in young people’s work for the past fifteen years. 
Served as treasurer and vice-president of local League. 
Treasurer of Western District Luther League. 


Vice-President and president, New York State Luther 
League. 


Meeting of Executive Committee 


The Executive Committee of The Luther 
League of America will hold its annual meeting in 
Philadelphia, January 19th and 20th. All matters 
to be brought to the attention of the Executive 
Committee should be in the hands of the Executive 
Secretary by the first of January. 
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A very familiar figure on streets and in shops during 
the Christmas season, is the fat, bewhiskered, sometimes 
almost grotesque gentleman known the world around by 
many names, but for whom American children have the 
name Santa Claus. 


Tradition takes this gentleman back hundreds of 
years, almost to the beginning of the Christian era. 


A rich young man by the name of Nicholas, sought 
to follow the-kind and gentle spirit of Christ by making 
his money give other people happiness. He did good in 
secret, placing coins and gifts in the homes of poor 
people. After his death he was known as Saint Nicholas, 
from which comes the variation which we call Santa 
Claus. 


St. Nicholas first appears in the Northland of 
Europe as a grim figure riding a white horse, followed 
by the souls of little children who some said were the 
spirits of the children slain by Herod in Bethlehem 
when Christ was a babe. 


We next find him in Germany as a tall, thin fellow 
wearing a peaked hat, and it is not until we discover 
him in America, that he turns into the fat, beaming 
figure so familiar to all of us. 


No matter what his name, Saint Nicholas, Father 
Christmas, Bonhomme Noel, Knect Clobes, Kriss Krin- 
gle, our parents or a friend, he portrays the spirit of 
giving. 

All too often we treat God as though He were a 
Santa Claus and like little children clamor for His bless- 
ings without thought of the Giver. He whose great 
Gift to the world we celebrate at this season of the 
year, looks to us to remember our blessings and in turn 
to become a Santa Claus to the work of His Kingdom 
on earth. Remember those less fortunate than our- 
selves, remember your church in your Christmas giving, 
and if you have forgotten thus far this year, remember 
the Sustaining Membership Fund of the Luther League 
of America. Portray the Santa Claus spirit of giving 
by sending that gift of $1 to any amount at once to The 
Luther League of America, 405 Muhlenberg Building, 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 


MILDRED GARTELMANN 
Chairman, Sustaining Membership Fund 
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During this time of war and secret 
-treaties government censorship stands 
like a huge wall, protecting one coun- 
try from the peering eyes of its 
meighboring state. Governments de- 
mand that each newspaper article 
pass through their boards of censors, 
and that every picture be scrutinized 
carefully before it is published. Even 
American newspapers have the now 
familiar caption of, “Passed by the 
German Censor” or “Passed by the 
English Censor” on many of their 
foreign articles and pictures. War is 
a secret, as well as a bloody, busi- 
ness. Nations frequently win great 
campaigns through their ability of 
keeping secret the plans and re- 
sources of their armies. To take the 
enemy by surprise is a tremendous 
advantage. 


After a Nazi air raid over some 
English village the German news- 
papers state in glowing terms that 
England lost ten planes, while Ger- 
many lost only two. The English 
papers, on the other hand, may re- 
verse the story, and tell of ten Ger- 
man planes crashing to the ground, 
while England’s loss was only two. 
Each country hides the true number 
of casualties behind thick walls of 
censorship, for in war it appears un- 
wise to admit the enemy’s gain. 


The choicest bit of news for any 
American news agency is an uncen- 
- gored story of the real conditions in 
Europe. To run the blockade of cen- 
sorship and reveal some hidden 
truths is superb work for any re- 
- porter. The American public is eager 
for uncensored news which tells more 
of European war secrets. 

If European censorship is some- 
what remote from our immediate con- 
cern there is another form of cen- 
sorship which certainly is not. It is 
the type of censorship which delib- 
erately falsifies the work of our Lu- 
ther Leagues, and makes them look 
weak and small. It pictures our work 
as some half-hearted endeavor which 
has little significance in the world of 
_ reality. 

Haven’t you heard some parents 
throttle Luther League work by say- 
ing something like this: “O Yes, 
George and Betty have gone to 
church for some little league meet- 
ing, I believe. The children seem to 
enjoy it, and I see no harm in their 
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going. Next year, you know, George 
will be in college, and then he will 
have different interests.” 

Or as some parents put it, “Jim is 
so proud that he is president of a 
little group we have at church. He 
takes his duties so seriously that it 
is almost funny. One would think 
they had some very important mat- 
ters to attend to when one hears 
him talk. I think it is fine, however, 
for the children to have some little 
interest like this—it is so harmless.” 

Doesn’t censorship of this sort 
make your blood boil? It does mine. 
Just to hear someone speak of the 
Luther League as if it were a toy 
or harmless pastime makes me see 
red. Why should anyone pretend 
that Luther League work is for im- 
mature children who will some day 
think of more important matters? 
They would like the world to feel 
that our work is like a toy train 
which runs in a small circle, doing 
no real good or ever arriving at any 
important place. They don’t stop to 
consider the vast work we have done 
among the young people and adults 
in this country, nor do they realize 
the work we have done in nearly 
every important mission center in 
the world. 

Or what do you think of the cen- 
sorship which our own members at 
times place upon us? Self-censorship, 
which is usually the most vicious, 
often takes this form: 

“Doing anything tonight Bob? 
Wish you could spend the evening 
with us—we’re going over to Jean’s.” 

“Well, I was going to a meeting. 
I don’t know—’ 

“Oh, don’t let us stop you from 
anything important. What is it, an- 
other frat meeting?” 

“No, just a Luther League meet- 
ing. It’s not important. They can 
get along without me. There prob- 
ably won't be many there anyway.” 

“Then I’ll see you at eight?” 

“Sure thing, I’ll be there.” 

Casual conversations like this often 
carry the most deadly type of lies 
or half truths. To say that the Lu- 
ther League is unimportant, and that 
it makes little difference if one goes 
or not is a vicious statement which 
is utterly untrue. If one has not the 
courage to tell the good he knows 
about the League then he had bet- 


ter be silent. 


who will report the 
uncensored NEWS 


HUBERT J. HENRICH 


I wonder how many of us are the 
type who throttle down all Luther 
League work with some form of cen- 
sorship, and how many of us are big 
enough to publish the true facts un- 
censored. The world waits eagerly 
for uncensored war news, but it also 
waits for news of some thriving, wide 
awake youth organization which can 
satisfy the spiritual needs of its 
youth. We Luther Leaguers have 
this type of organization, but I won- 
der why we don’t tell others about it. 
I wonder why we only apologize for 
its faults and never speak of the vast 
amount of good it does. I wonder 
why we treat it like a sick baby for 
whom there is little hope, and not 
like a vigorous young man who has 
a clear eye, a strong arm, and a soul 
filled with Christ. 

I wonder which of you will give 
the Luther League news to the world 
uncensored and true. Which of you 
will tell of a growing and important 
Luther, League which stands with its 
shoulders erect and strong? I won- 
der if you will be the reporter for 
your locality. I wonder if you will 
spread the good news of Luther 
League work. 

How long will we endure this vi- 
cious censorship, which attacks the 
very heart of our work? In Europe 
the censors will admit that a small 
number of their own planes are miss- 
ing, but they insist that the enemy’s 
losses are much greater. In Luther 
League work the censors will state 
that there is an organization in the 
Lutheran church for young people, 
but will deny that it has any real 
strength or importance. In Europe 
it is every reporter’s dream to obtain 
uncensored news which reveals the 
true facts. In League work it should 
be every member’s goal to tell the 
world how fine and important we 
really are. We are not a toy, but a 
significant part of the Kingdom of 
God on earth. 

I wonder who is strong enough to 
speak the truth, I wonder what 


stand each one of us will take. Yes, 
I wonder. 


Your friends will appreciate the 
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Meet Your 


Life Service S ecretary 


“SARAH LEITER © 


Born in Hagerstown, “Maryland. . i 
Graduated from Hagerstown High School. 
A.B. Hood College, Frederick, Maryland. 


Special education Johns Hopkins ‘University, 
Baltimore, ‘Maryland. © 


Teacher’ s College, Columbia University, New York City. 


Teacher in the Middletown High School, Middletown, 
. Maryland, 


President of the Maryland Synod iaehier: League, 


Served two years asa member of the Life Service Com- 


mittee. of ‘The Luther League. of America before _ 


- being appointed as Chairman. 
Jat fale waly oa 
SONNET AT CHRISTMAS 


By Catherine P. Newell 


The snow that drifts across the waiting earth 
Shelters my heart beneath its warm white wings, 
Even as He—whose sweet and holy birth 

Is blest by songs the angel-choir sings— 

Even as He surrounds the heart of all 

With the compassion of his perfect love: 

Oh, little Saviour, cradled in a stall, 

Bringing to burdened lives the glory of 

Heaven and stars—be with us once again 
Through dusk of winter and the falling snow! 
Make manifest your micacle to men— 
The Christmas miracle!—That we may know 
The shepherds’ path—the. angels’ song, the Light 
Which shines on Bethlehem this happy night. 


Twelve 


Give Us Social Programs 


Give us social programs! 

' All normal young people must have their socials, 
and Luther Leaguers are certainly not abnormal in this 
respect. To be happy, they need a goodly number of 
parties, outings, get-to-gethers, and the like, scattered 
through their Luther League program. It’s only natural; 
no wise leader of young people would try to do away 
with socials. Instead, the Luther League leader meets 
the social inclinations of young people by providing 


constructive fellowship activities in which they can take — 


part. Here are three suggestions: 


Luther League members can find social expression | 
in service projects. As a body or in groups, they can . 


plan and carry out religious services and entertainment 
programs at institutional centers, such as prisons, hos- 
pitals, orphanages, old people’s homes, and settlement 


houses. They can make group visits to shut-ins and 
needy families. They can form choirs, altar guilds, and 
ushers’ associations, where such organizations are 


needed. In short, they can have enjoyment in serving 


together. 


Leaguers can also work together in educational ac- . 


tivities. They can enrich their League life by investi- 


gating and studying the work of their church, their - 


community, and their country. They can discover how 


others live and work and worship. They can visit other. - 


churches, libraries, schools of various sorts, museums, 


and similar places of interest, with the purpose of culti- “| 


vating ‘their own wealth of understanding. They can ° 


have enjoyment in learning together. 


Especially can Luther League members find fel- 


lowship in worship programs. They can plan and con- ~~ 
duct their own services of worship, affording: expres- .— 


sion for the talent that lies in every League. They can — 
unite in- hymns, in Psalms, in the Creed, and in unison - 
They can participate individually in Scripture — 
reading, topic leading, and individual- prayer: Tey can 


prayer. 


have enjoyment in worshiping together. 
Give us social programs like these! 


—William A. Dudde ~ 
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The Contest for the 


BEST ARTICLE 
BEST PHOTOGRAPH 
BEST PAPER 


closes December 15th 


For particulars regarding rules governing 
these Contests, refer to 


OCTOBER, 1941 ISSUE 
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SUGGESTIONS 


READ A PLAY 


LIGHT IN DARK PLACES 


A bare platform and no curtains—a pulpit platform 
and no masking . . . some people call it setting for a 
play and others call it—hopeless! After the initial en- 
thusiasm of deciding to put on a play, planning long 
rehearsals, and making sincere attempts at organiza- 


_ tion, the inevitable problem arises in the average church: 


How can we put on a play with the place we have and 
the inadequate equipment we are forced to use? 


Surely, we say, there must be someone who has 
wrestled with this problem and won. Surely, there is a 
book on production that will guide us on our way. Yes, 
there are books—large ones, with titles that promise 
everything a director may want to know. Some of them 
are good, too, such as Gilmore Brown and Alice Gar- 
wood’s “General Principles of Play Directing.” Every 
director will want to read its excellent treatment of the 
whole problem of directing. Then there is Milton 
Smith’s “The Book of Play Production,” and Theodore 
Fuch’s “Stage Lighting,” and a host of others. But 
these authors never produced a play in a church—and 
still more, they never produced one with the purpose 
that should guide each director and participant in any 
church-centered drama project. From the first faint 
desire to “put on” a play, to the last thrilling moment 
of its actual production, a motive and a compulsion must 


_ dominate all of us who work with “drama for a purpose.” 


Our aim is higher, our goal is harder, and along the 
way toward its consummation should come a real expe- 
rience that will make dramatic activities in a church 
have meanings such as directors of secular drama have 
never dreamed of. For we are dedicating our plays toa 
high cause, and we are consecrating each production to 
the group of people who play with us and to that larger 
group who join with us as audience. We are in the 
business of changing motives and ideas, stimulating 
thought and action and yet producing this through art 
that drives its purpose home in skillful ways. This pur- 
pose must never be lost sight of, no matter what the 
subject matter of our play. 

We welcome a new book that comes to help us dis- 
cover how our task may be performed. For many years 
we have used the plays of Esther Willard Bates, and 
her book on pageants. Now, from her wide experience 
she has set down for us her counsel and advice in “The 
Church Play and Its Production” (Walter Baker. $3.00). 
Here are answered needs that have long been waiting. 
Here is a book—although more expensive than it should 
be—that churches will want to own. Along with East- 
man and Wilson’s “Drama in the Church,” it seeks to 
make more complete the kind of help we need in this 
restricted field. 
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Drama with a Purpose 


BOOKS TO READ 
SOURCE MATERIAL 


The author begins by discussing play-writing, about 
which something should be known before one sets out to 
select or produce a play. The weakest part of the whole 
book, unfortunately, is that dealing with direction—the 
stumbling block in most church drama. 


The chapter on “Illustrative Action for Bible Plays” 
is excellent, as is the one on “Dramatization.” Here 
is material for drama groups and club meetings. The 
point of view in the book is right, and most of the ad- 
vice is sound. The illustrations are well chosen and 
show a standard that will not be easy to attain. We 
welcome this book for its real contribution on the grow- 
ing importance of the use of drama. 
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LET’S READ A PLAY 


Putting on a play is just about the most difficult 
job that a group in the church can face. There are the 
problems of finding the play, of securing someone to 
direct it, of selecting a cast, of finding time for re- 
hearsals—not to mention the still more trying tasks of 
creating the settings, arranging for lights and costumes 
and taking care of the business and promotional angles 
so that an audience will be present and the play a com- 
plete thing when it is presented. All of these require 
devotion, time and energy. They are rewards in them- 
selves when they are done well, and they are enjoyable 
when they are carried out in the spirit of consecration to 
the high purpose for which we put on drama in the 
church. 


Yet more often than not we discover that the very 
play we might like to do is not available to amateurs, 
or if it is available, the royalty is too great to permit 
us to use it. 


Perhaps in the play we have wanted to produce are 
ideas that are meaningful to our group. We have been 
studying, let us say, the question of war and peace. We 
find significant material in Irwin Shaw’s “Bury the 
Dead” and in the older and finer play called “Journey’s 
End,” by R. C. Sheriff. On our list are several other 
plays, too, on war and peace that are equally interest- 
ing and valuable. But royalties make producing them 
out of the question. Shall we abandon our project or 
look to some other means of using this material and 
these ideas? 

Have you ever thought of reading the plays and 
using them as discussion material? If two full-length 
plays can be purchased or secured for use in the group, 
the project can be a successful one. 
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ALEXANDER, Charles, Private : 
Cav. Rep. Tr. Cen., 1st Training Squadron, Fort Riley, Kansas 
Salem Lutheran Church, Mt. Sidney, Virginia 


Co, G, 23rd A. M. Reg., Fort McPherson, Georgia 
Salem Lutheran Church, Mt. Sidney, Virginia 


BEAR, Charles, Private y 
Coast Artillery, Fort Story, Virginia 
Grace Lutheran Church 


BILLIG, W. J., Private ‘ ; ‘ 
Medical Detachment, 1326th Service Unit, Station Hospital, 
Camp Lee, Virginia A ae 
Woman’s Memorial Lutheran Church, Pulaski, Virginia 
Vice-President of Luther League 


BOWMAN, Robert, Private 
C. O. Dab. V, 93rd Infantry, Fort Meade, Maryland 


BROCKMEYER, M. W., Lieutenant : 
Naval Hospital, Parris Island, South Caroling 
Woman‘s Memorial Lutheran Church, Pulaski, Virginia 
President of Luther League 


BUCK, Paul F., Private f 
Machine Gun Co., 37th Armored Reg. L., Pine Camp, New York 
Grace Lutheran Church, Rural Retreat, Virginia 


CLARK, William, Private ” 
Battery, 11th C. A. T. B., Fort Eustis, Virginia 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Weehawken, New Jersey 


CRAUN, Edwin N. 
Service_Co., 116th Infantry, A. P. O. 29, Fort Meade, Maryland 
Salem Lutheran Church, Mt. Sidney, Virginia 


CRAUN, John, Private en 
Co. A., 2nd Med. Bn. T. 357, Camp Lee, Virginia 
Salem Lutheran Church, Mt. Sidney, Virginia 


CRUZE, Martin Schaffer F 
Camp_ Davis Medical Deth., Station Hospital, Wilmington, N. C. 
Zion Lutheran Church, Neubert, Tennessee 


DAGGY, Melvin, Private 
246th Coast Artillery, Fort Story, Virginia : 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Newport News, Virginia 


FAIRCLOUGH, Frederick, Chaplain 
Camp Davis, North Carolina 
St. Peter’s Luther League, Pittston, Pennsylvania 


FOLTY, Roy 
68th School Squadron, Goodfellow Field, San Angelo, Texas 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Shenandoah, Virginia 
Life Service Secretary of Luther League 


FERRELL, William, Private 
37th School Squadron, Flight C, Barracks 427, Chanute Field, 


Rantone, Illinois 


FETTERS, Kenneth M., Private 
Co. H, 111th Infantry, Indiantown Gap, A. P.O., 
Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania 


GARRETT, William C. 
U.S. S. Vincennes, 4th Division, c/o Postmaster, New York 
New York 
Salem Lutheran Church, Mt. Sidney, Virginia 


GOFFMAN, Ralph S., pakgoeal 
Co. L., 116th Inf. N. G., U. S., 29th Div., Ft. Meade, Maryland 
Salem Lutheran Church, Mt. Sidney, Virginia 


GREEVER, J. H., Private 

Battery B., 32 B. N., 8th Reg., F. A. R. T. C., Fort Sill, Okla. 

Grace Lutheran Church, Rural Retreat, Virginia 
HALESTEAD, Carl W., Private 

Sth Class Specialist, Radio Division, Kelley Field, Texas 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Pittston, Pennsylvania 
HALSEY, Eugene H. 

12th Material Squadron (S. P.), Moffett Field, California 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Wytheville, Virginia 
HATHCOCK, James F., Private 


Battery D., 12th Bn., Bldg. 1624, Fort Eustis, Virginia 
Ascension Lutheran Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee 


HIPP, George T., Private 

Co, G., 13th C. A.,, Fort Barrancas, Florida 

Ascension Lutheran Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee 

Former President of Luther League 
HOWARD, Calvin, Private 

Barracks 151, 36 School Squadron A. C., Chanute Field, Illinois 
HUDSON, Glenn A., Private 


4lst Air Base Group, Tallahassee, Florida 
Ascension Lutheran Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee 
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Additional Names and Addresses of 
Boys in the Service of their Country 


REFER TO NOVEMBER ISSUE FOR FIRST LISTING OF NAMES 


HNSON, Robert R., Private 
Ay Co. F., 168th Field Artillery, Camp Forrest, Tennessee 
Ascension Lutheran Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee 


illi H., Private Z 
eS re Ba. Camp Croft, South Carolina 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Financial Secretary, Philadelphia Conference Luther League 


KIDD, H. H., Gunner b 
45th Battery R. C. A., 7th Army Field Regt., R. H. Q., 
Sussex, New Brunswick __ ‘. 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Listowel, Ontario, Canada 


KISTLER, Walter W., Private .. a: 
Squadron 2, Flight L., R. C. A. F., Initial Training School, 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada A 

St. Peter’s Luther League, Pittston, Pennsylvania 


KNUPPEL, Henry, Private 
Battery C., 8th Battalion, 3rd Regt. F. A. R. T.C., 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Weehawken, New Jersey 


KYLE, Charles M., Private 
Air Corps, Training Det., Issoc Delyods Goode School, 
615 City Park Ave., New Orleans, Louisiana 
Grace Lutheran Church, Rural Retreat, Virginia 


LANDIS, H. H., Corporal 
Co, L., 116th Inf., Fort Meade, Maryland 
Christ Lutheran Church, Staunton, Virginia 


LINDSEY, M. L., Jr., Private 
Battery D., 245th C. F., Fort Hancock, New Jersey 
Grace Lutheran Church, Rural Retreat, Virginia 


MAXEY, Herman Spencer, Jr. : 
55 Material Squadron, 41 Air Base Group, Tallahasse, Florida 
Zion Lutheran Church, Neubert, Tennessee 


MAXEY, James Edward : = 
Medical Dept., Wheeler Field, Hawaii 
Zion Lutheran Church, Neubert, Tennessee 


(Continued on Page 31) 


NAMES OF BOYS IN PICTURES 


(Refer to List of Names and Addresses in November Review) 


For addresses refer to the list above and to the November is- 
sue, pages 13 to 21 inclusive. Pictures numbered 1 to 80 inclusive 
appeared in the November issue. 


81 Leaphart, Verley W. 118 Schrottky, Norman C. 
82 Shawley, George 119 Dann, Richard R. 
83 Shealy, Gillis 120 Fairclough, Frederick 
84 Daniel, Harlan 121 Leaphart, George 
85 Ermels, Edwin 122 Becker, R. C. 

86 Oswald, Fred 123 Bacon, Jack 

87 Casselman, Rex : 124 Uffelman, Sheldon 
88 Mattusch, Clarence 125 Liesemer, Lloyd H. 
89 Feldman, Warren 126 Pratt, Herman 

89 Greene, Douglas 127 Mayhew, Delbert 
89 Smith, David 128 Bauch, Alfred R. 
90 Umland, Robert W. 129 Spann, Edward H. 
91 Kleinschmidt, Robert 130 Mosley, George W. 
92 Shaner, William 131 Baker, Wilbur 

93 Edinger, Stanley 132 Dann, Russell 

94 Zvaniga, Andrew 133 Baum, Irvin 

94 Zvaniga, Carl 134 Rivers, Russel 

95 Stauffer, Mahlon 135 Bullwinkel, R. 

96. Slice, John B. 136 Addy, Henry J. 

97 Volpp, Gerald 137 Dotzert, Paul 

98 Eringer, Frederick 138 Miller, David 


99 Busselman, Raymond H: 
100 Heintzleman, Willard R. 
101 Jones, John P 


; Spohr, Waldemar 
3 1 
102 Witte, Leonard 14 
14 
1 
1 


9 

O Kramer, A. M. 
1 Shealy, Tom 

2 Behrends, John 
o 

4 

5 


103 Krajaefski, William H, Adkins, Colie J. 


104 Keyser, William H,. | Otto, Conrad 

105 Woofter, Al’red 45 Bauer, Harold V. 

106 Peppler, S. J. 146 Spence, Lester C. 

107 Miller, Walter L. 147 Oxner, M. Leroy 

108 Sharpe, William S. 148 Whittaker, Stcakley 
109 Halestead, Carl W. 149 Henderson, James W. 
110 Knack, Charles G. 150 Ewald, Jack 

111 Janis. Charles 151 Wolfenberger, Robert 
112 Huddle, Andrew G, 152 Pfrimmer, Lac Keith 
113 Schaefer, K. W. 153 Bernhardt, Frank 
114 Wahlgren, Harry 154 Hix, Robert S. 

115 Leaphart, Clyde 155 Reiser, Frederick W. 
116 Neubauer, Luther O. 156 Van Buskirk, William Daniel 


117 Denton, Stewart 
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December 7, 1941 
Second Sunday in Advent 
CHRISTMAS STORIES AND CAROLS FROM 


OTHER LANDS 
Colossians 3:15, 16 
Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


(The program in which these stories and carols from 
other lands are to be used appears in the “Luther League 
Topics,” Fourth Quarter, 1941. Other stories and carols are 
published in ‘“‘The Christmas Carolers’ Book,” published by 
Hall and McCreary Company, Chicago, Illinois, page 79, 
price 50 cents. Order from the United Lutheran Publication 
House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa.) 


“Hark The Herald Angels Sing” 

In 1721, a wealthy Irishman offered to adopt Charles 
Wesley and make him his legal heir. The thirteen-year- 
old boy refused the offer, choosing to continue his way 
through school under very trying circumstances. This 
turned out to be one of the most momentous decisions of 
his life. The boy’ who was adopted in place of Charles 
became an earl, and grandfather of the famous Duke of 
Wellington, while the young Wesley achieved immortal 
fame through his hymns. He is often called “The Prince 
of Hymn Writers.” 

Charles Wesley and his older brother, John (the 
founder of the Methodist Church) made a brief visit to 


_America in 1735. The two brothers came to Georgia as 


secretaries to General Oglethorpe. They returned to 
England the following year. It is said that Charles 
became interested in hymns on hearing a group of 
German Moravians singing their hymns aboard ship. 

Wesley is said to have written over six thousand 
hymns and spiritual songs. His two greatest hymns 
are: “Jesus Lover of My Soul” (1740) and “Hark! The 
Herald Angels Sing (1739). The latter, in its original 
form, opened with the lines, “Hark how all the welkin 
rings, Glory to the King of Kings!” Through the course 
of time, various revisions have been made. 

It is a curious fact that the Mendelssohn melody, 
which is so admirably suited to the song, is an adapta- 
tion. In 1840, Felix Mendelssohn composed a cantata 
to commemorate the invention of printing. This can- 
tata, called “Festgesang” (Festival Song) was presented 
at the great festival held at Leipzig. Fifteen years later 
(1855), Dr. W. H. Cummings, organist at Waltham 
Abey, England, adapted the melody of the second chorus 
of Mendelssohn’s cantata to Wesley’s Christmas hymn. 
He arranged it for his choir and presented it on Christ- 
mas day. The new melody was so well received that it 
was published the following year and soon became the 
accepted version of the hymn. 

Mendelssohn was not completely satisfied with the 
original words to this melody in the Festgesang. He 
thought it ought to have other words—but not sacred 
words. This is verified by a very definite statement 
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which he made in a letter to his publishers in England 
concerning a possible English translation. Quotations. 
from this letter were published in 1933, by Dr. Dearmer, 
in his “Songs of Praise.” 

Had Mendelssohn lived to hear his melody sung to 
the sacred words of “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” 
we wonder if it would not have won his enthusiastic 
acclaim, as it has won the acclaim of millions throughout 


all Christendom. 
—Christmas Carolers’ Book (Hall and McCreary) 


Christmas Eve in the Life of Martin Luther 

Christmas Eve of the year of our Lord, 1498, was a 
cold day. The north wind was blowing fiercely through 
the streets and alleys of the Thuringian town of Eisen- 
ach as if it wanted to drive home again the few people 
from the stalls on the market-place. Those who hurried 
away could see the front rooms of the house decorated 
with evergreens from the nearby forest by the light of 
the colored candles or the flaming logs in the large fire- 
place. 

The silence of the streets was broken in upon from 
time to time by the voices of a band of schoolboys who 
were singing Christmas carols before the doors of the 
houses of well-to-do citizens in order to be rewarded 
by some gift by means of which they could buy some- 
thing to eat and to drink and perhaps cover in a better 
way their shivering bodies. 

The lads stopped before the house of Master Cotta, 
a much-respected citizen. They knew of the kindhearted- 
ness of the household and were sure of another proof 
of it this evening. They intoned their sweetest carol, 
the leading voice was that of a fifteen-year-old boy 
whom his fellows called Martin. He looked pale and 
hollow-eyed, nevertheless his thin face and his large 
black eyes shone as if he were not in the bitterly cold 
street, but in the courts of the temple of the Lord. 

Master Cotta’s wife had opened the door as soon 
as the lads had started on their singing. As they finished 
their amen, they were invited into the house to warm 
and refresh themselves before stepping out again into. 
the cold. Mistress Cotta had her eye on the boy with 
the beautiful voice and the pure face; she recognized 
him as the lad whom she had often seen praying and 
heard singing in the church, and whose devotional be- 
havior she had not failed to notice with favor. She took 
him aside and managed to get into his confidence. She 
learned of his poverty, his hunger and scant clothing, 
but also of his burning desire for knowledge and under- 
standing and of his love of God and the Church. The 
lad answered to the good woman’s questions in a modest 
manner, by which he won her heart’s affection. She 
knew something about the poverty of Martin’s Uncle 
Lindemann, with whom he was lodging, and she invited 
him to come daily to her house at dinner time and eat 
with the family. Martin was so much taken aback that 
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for a while he could not find words to give utterance to 
his thankfulness. At last he stammered, “In what way 
can I thank you for your kindness?” “By singing to me 
one and another of those Latin hymns you know so 
well,’ was the answer. “Oh, I wish I could sing to you 
every day a hymn of praise of Almighty God,” said 
Martin. Mistress Cotta arose and went to her husband 
who was sitting at the fireplace talking with the other 
boys. She whispered to him; at first he shook his head, 
but after a short while he nodded and looked pleased. 
The good woman returned to her seat near Martin and 
told him softly that she and her husband offered him 
bed and board in their house for as long as he would 
stay at Eisenach, promising to treat him as one of their 
children. They fulfilled their promise. Mistress Ursula 
Cotta was a mother to Martin Luther during his sojourn 
at Eisenach. 
“Silent Night, Holy Night” 

On Christmas Eve, 1818, the organ of St. Nicholas 
Church, Oberndorf, Bavaria, was in need of repair. 
Oberndorf was snowbound, and there was no repair- 
man ior miles around. Yet there must be some form of 
special music for the Christmas service. Franz Gruber, 
church organist, laid the matter before his friend Joseph 
Mohr, vicar of the church, suggesting that a new song 
might be helpful in the emergency. At this suggestion 
Mohr wrote the lovely verses of “Stille Nacht” (Silent 
Night). Gruber immediately composed the music for 
it and presented the new song at the Christmas Mid- 
night Mass. It was sung in a three-part arrangement to 
the accompaniment of a guitar. 


When the organ repairman arrived from Tyrol, a 
few days later, Gruber showed him the new song. He 
was pleased with it and took it to a family in the Aus- 
trian Tyrol, who made extended concert tours and were 
famous for their singing of folk-songs. Through this 
family the song become known in Germany even before 
it was published. 

In 1840, at Leipzig, it was printed as a “Tyrolean” 
Christmas song. In its travels about Germany the song 
had lost the names of its composers. It was thought to 
be a folk-song, and as such, no one suspected that the 
authorship could be determined. At one time the name 
of Michael Haydn (brother of the famous Franz Joseph) 
Was associated with the song as its composer. It has 
since been learned that he made a four-part arrangement 
of at. 

It is only recently that the true story of “Silent 
Night” has become generally known. The first inquiry 
into the origin of the song was made in 1854 by musi- 
cians of the royal court in Berlin. Later investigations 
by Ludvig Erk and H. E. Zimmerman have thrown 
much light on the subject. Zimmerman in “The Homi- 
letic Review” tells us that “the same inspiration which 
moved the priest seized the organist.” One might think 
that some divine inspiration alone could make it pos- 
sible to compose the words and music of such an im- 
mortal song in but a few hours. From the little hamlet 
of Oberndorf in Germany the song has found its way 
into every hamlet of the Christian World. Zimmerman 
says that it found its way across the ocean to America 
through a group of Tyrolean singers. 

Wherever this exquisite carol is sung, it awakens 
precious memories of childhood, of lighted Christmas 
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trees in darkened churches and homes. The very sim- 
plicity of the song and the tranquil beauty of its music — 
seem to breathe the atmosphere of the humble manger- j 
birth. It has sung its way into the hearts of mankind, § 
being now one of the universal favorites, and has been © 
translated into no less than ninety different languages — 
and dialects. t 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
(Adeste Fideles) 

Although the exact source of this Latin hymn is 
uncertain, it very likely originated about 1700, in France, 
where we know it was often used as a processional hymn 
by the religious orders on their way to the sanctuaries, 
preceding the Christmas Midnight Mass. It was also 
commonly used during the 18th century in the Roman 
Catholic Churches of France and England at the Bene- 
diction of the Christmas Mass. The melody has been 
found in John Wade’s old manuscript, “Cantus Diversi,” 
dated 1751. 

In England the melody of the hymn has for many 
generations been called ‘Portuguese Hymn.” Various 
theories concerning the origin of this title have arisen. 
One of these is that the hymn was composed by Marcus 
Portugalo, Chapelmaster of the Portuguese King, during 
the early 19th century. This has been definitely dis- 
counted. Another theory, still prevalent, is that the 
melody was composed or arranged, in 1692, by John 
Reading, organist of the Portugese Chapel, London. 
The melody can not, however, be found among his works. 

The most plausible theory, and one which Dr. Percy 
Dearmer of Oxford accepts, is that the hymn was heard 
by the Duke of Leeds at the Portuguese Chapel about 
1785. Thé Duke, a musician and director, presented the 
hymn at one of his concerts with the title, “Portuguese 
Hymn,” assuming it to be of Portuguese origin. 

There are over forty English translations from the 
original Latin. This is the second of Canon Oakley’s 
translations and, according to Julian, is the most popular 
translation which we possess. It first appeared in Mur- 
ray’s “Hymnal” (England) in 1852. 

This virile tune has always been a favorite in 
America. Sung to the words “How Firm a Foundation,” 
it was the favorite of such great Americans as Theodore 
Roosevelt, and General Robert E. Lee. America is not 
alone in choosing the melody as its favorite. “O Come, 
All Ye Faithful” is the most universally popular of all 
the Christmas songs, having been translated into 119 
languages and dialects. It ranks as one of the great 
hymns of the ages. 
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Christmas in Sweden 

Christmas is celebrated in every home in Sweden 
and the festivities extend over a period of two weeks. 
First comes Christmas Eve, then Christmas Day and 
second day Christmas and third day Christmas, all of 
which are celebrated with feasting and merry-making. 
After a slight lull these social activities thrust forth 
again in family dinners and reunions on New Year’s 
Day. Again on January 6th, called thirteenth day Christ- 
mas, and finally on January 13th or 20th day Yule are 
the Christmas celebrations concluded. 
, Everyone has been busy since early fall. Such buy- 
ing and planning, for every relative and friend must have 
a gift! As Christmas draws near little booths are erected 
along the sidewalks of the main streets where Christmas 
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articles are offered for sale. It would be fine to mingle 
with the laughing merry crowds that throng the streets 
which are brilliantly lighted as early as three o'clock of 
an afternoon for the days are short at this time of the 
year. 

The day before Christmas the market places are 

filled with Christmas trees,.and before dark every home 
has one. These are decorated with glass balls and orna- 
ments and many candles. Sometimes cotton wool is 
added so that the tree appears to be covered with snow. 
No gifts hang from the tree; there are probably too 
many. 
As soon as it is dark the candles are lighted, the 
doors are opened and all the children admitted. How 
they admire the tree! They join hands and dance around 
the tree. All members of the household, cooks, maids, 
and men servants, join in this dance which is called the 
long dance. Nuts, candies and cookies are passed and 
partaken by all. After this the gifts are distributed. All 
are neatly tied, and in many cases a verse of original 
poetry accompanies it. These verses must be read aloud, 
and they usually provoke much laughter. 

In the evening groups of servants carry gifts to 
friends of their masters. As they are masked there is no 
clue to their identity, and as the recipients of the gifts 
endeavor to ascertain from whom the gifts have come, 
all adds to the merriment of the occasion. 

The typical Christmas supper consists first of “Lut 


_ Fisk,” which is a form of codfish. It takes nine days to 


Prepare this fish. It is soaked in clear water for three 
days, then in lye solution for three days, then in water 
for three days. On the day it is served it is boiled and a 
rich cream or butter gravy is served with it. After the 
“Lut Fisk” is eaten, boiled rice with cinnamon and 
cream is served, and this is followed by the noted Christ- 
mas goose. It is safe to say that this is the Christmas 
dinner of almost every Swedish family in the country, 
and many of those who now claim America as their 


home still follow the custom of the home country in 


this particular. 

At six o’clock Christmas morning everyone goes to 
church. It is as dark as midnight outside. The churches 
are crowded and the music and services well repay one 
for getting up early. 

So, the festivities continue. Parties for all, family 
reunions, sleighing parties and merry making of all sorts 
fill the holidays until the 13th of January, when the 
Christmas season is concluded. 

One of the prettiest customs, which also indicates 
the kind hearts of the people, is that of giving the birds 
a Christmas treat. In every farm yard a tall pole is 
erected on which is fastened a sheaf of grain. When 
asked the reason for this, they reply: “Why, that is for 
the birds; you know they must have a Christmas treat 
also.” 

Christmas in Holland 

In Holland the Star of Bethlehem is carried through 
the streets at midnight, the time Christ is supposed to 
have been born, by men in costume, chanting the “Gloria 
in Excelsis.” The man selected by vote to carry “the 
Star” is greatly honored. The Star, made of numberless 
lighted candles, has an awe-inspiring effect in the dark 
and winding streets as it moves at the head of a long 


procession of stalwart men marching to the music of 
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“Gloria.” After the march a feast is served and then 
Christmas day begins. 


Christmas in Norway 

On Christmas Eve, at 7 o’clock, the chimes in the 
cathedrals of all the large cities of Norway play three 
Christmas hymns as the beginning of the Christmas cele- 
bration. 

Christmas morning, while it is yet dark, the people 
go to church to worship, carrying torches, which they 
stick in the snow around the church. 

The Bible is read in every house at evening during 
the Yule-fred, as Christmas-tide is called. 

Every house has its Christmas tree, and all the 
shoes, nicely polished, are set in a row before the hearth- 
stone, to show that all will be peaceful in the family 
during the coming year. 

The dinner to the birds is a beautiful custom and 
has a lasting influence on the children. On Christmas 
morning every barn door, gateway and gable is deco- 
rated with a sheaf of grain. The poorest family has a 
bunch of grain for the birds, and the birds repay the 
thoughfulness with glad Christmas carols as they fly 
in and out to their Christmas treat. 


“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

It is Christmas Eve in Palestine. In the quiet 
watches of the night a man is seen slowly ascending the 
starlit hills. He pauses to watch the shepherds with 
their flocks in the fields below. Thrilled with the beauty 
of the scene, he reluctantly continues his ascent. On 
reaching the summit he looks about at the beautiful 
scene which confronts him. His soul is filled with sub- 
lime ecstasy as he gazes at the-landscape which lies 
beneath the Oriental sky. There, nestled among the 
hills below, is the “little town of Bethlehem.” As the 
midnight hour approaches, he descends the hills and 
enters the “little town” to attend the Church of the 
Nativity. 

It was Phillips Brooks, the popular young rector 
of Philadelphia, who was out on the starlit hills of 
Palestine that night, and this sublime experience be- 
came one of the most cherished memories of his life. 
It served as the inspiration for the poem, “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem,” which he wrote three years later, 
for the children of his Sunday School. Phillips Brooks 
loved children and wrote many songs for them, but this 
Christmas song, written for the children of Holy Trinity 
Church, Philadelphia, is the best known of all. 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” is one of the most 
popular carols of American origin. The carol-tune, 
which enhances the poem, was also written by a lover 
of children. The composer, Lewis Redner, was the or- 
ganist and superintendent of the Sunday School at Holy 
Trinity. He promised the children that he would write 
a melody for the poem so that they might sing it at the 
next service. When he went to bed the following Satur- 
day night the melody was still unwritten. During the 
night he suddenly awoke, and seeming to hear an “angel 
strain,” he arose and hurriedly jotted down the notes of 
the melody. The following morning, the song was pre- 
sented to the Sunday School with the beautiful melody 
which, Redner always insisted, was a gift from heaven. 

Ameficans hardly need to be reminded that Phillips 
Brooks became one of the greatest pulpit orators and 
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one of the best loved preachers of the 19th century. At 
the time of his death he was Bishop of Boston. We can 
pay him no higher tribute than the little Boston girl of 
five, who, when told by her mother that the beloved 
Bishop had died, exclaimed, “Mother, how happy the 


angels will be!” 
—Christmas Carolers’ Book (Hall and McCreary) 
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December 14, 1941 
Third Sunday in Advent 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
Acts 17:10-12 
Richard E. Heiland, York, Pa. 


(Suggestions for the Leader: Further topic discussion 
material in today’s Young People’s topic on the “Pocket 
Testament League;’’ also use your Luther League Topics 
quarterly. A display of Bibles or Testaments in your meet- 
ing room and sufficient P. T. L. literature is important.) 


The P. T. L. Background 

_ The Pocket Testament League had its inception in 
Birmingham, England, when a school girl, Helen Cad- 
bury, desired to share her Christ with others. Her 
father wisely counseled her to use the Word to build 
up her own faith and to use it in personal work with her 
friends. Finding ample opportunities to witness for 
Christ she began to carry a small Bible or Testament 
with her. Some of the girls with whom she associated 
in school became converted and -began to follow in 
Helen’s footsteps in an effort to win others. By the time 
she was graduated from high school, sixty young people 
had been converted and were carrying and using the 
Bible daily. ae 

Later she was married to Charles M. Alexander, 
gospel singer and evangelist, and in 1908 with Dr. 
J. Wilbur Chapman’s assistance, they launched it as a 
world-wide movement. It spread to the four corners of 
the globe and in 1916 a New York office was opened. 
There are 7,000,000 members enrolled throughout the 
world and Testaments are being carried in many differ- 
ent languages. 

In 1935 at the Charleston convention, the Luther 
League of America decided to promote the Pocket Testa- 
ment League. Since then thousands of Luther Leaguers 
of our United Lutheran Church have become members 
of this great movement. Other Lutheran Young Peo- 
ple’s groups in the United States also are cooperating in 
the Pocket Testament movement, including the Nor- 
wegian Lutheran, Augustana Synod and American 
Lutheran Churches. 


New Testament History 


During Jesus’ earthly pilgrimage He frequently re- 
“ferred to the Jaw and the prophets and reminded the 
people that they were God’s Word. What he referred 
to we now speak of as the Old Testament. But what 
about the New Testament? This was written by men 
who observed Jesus while He was here in earth and, as 
in the case of St. Paul, were moved by a vision of Christ 
to follow Him. About four centuries after the birth of 
Christ the number of books in the New Testament was 
agreed upon by a Christian council. We believe that all 
the writings in Scripture are inspired by God and are 
infallible. 
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Until shortly before the Reformation copies of the 
Bible had to be made by hand. We can realize what a 
long and tedious task it would be just to copy one manu- 
script of the Bible. In the middle of the fifteenth cen- 
tury the first printed edition of the Bible was made by 
Gutenberg, at Mainz, Germany. Martin Luther pub- 
lished the New Testament in German and in 1533 pub- 
lished the Bible. The first printed edition of the New 
Testament in English was the memorable translation 
of William Tyndale who refused to be daunted by his 
enemies until he completed it. The first English transla- 
tion of the entire Bible was published in 1535 by Miles 
Coverdale, but it is considered inferior to Tyndale’s. 

In 1607, during the reign of James I of England, a 
new translation of the Bible was started and completed 
by forty-seven scholars in 1611. This version we know 
as the King James’ Bible or the Authorized Version. 
The American Revised version was published in 1901. 


An Answered Prayer 
Charles Wesley prayed: 
“O for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of His grace.” 


His prayer was answered in 1937 when a portion of 
the Word of God was published in the one-thousandth 
tongue, the primitive African dialect of Sakata. During 
the year 1940 twelve new languages, in which a portion 
of the Scriptures had not previously been published, 
were added to the list. This brings the total number of 
languages in which some part of the Bible has now been 
translated to 1,051, according to a survey recently com- 
pleted by the American Bible Society. A detailed list- 
ing shows that: 

The whole Bible has been published 


AT} cake Cina howe eee en ee Cee 184 languages. 
The whole New Testament has 

been published in ......... «eee 227 languages. 
A portion or book of the Bible has 

been published in =. eee 551 languages. 
A selection from the Bible has been 

Published ino, cnsees cee eee ee 89 languages. 


Total number of languages in which 

the Scriptures have been pub- 
lished visy 2h. wenn cee ee 1,051 languages. 
However, we are told that there are an estimated 
2,796 languages and dialects in the world, so we see that 

the task is still not even half finished. 


Spiritual Growth 

The physical body of a young person grows natural- 
ly unless there is a disease which hampers it. We grow 
spiritually if we make use of the means of grace, the 
Word of God and the sacraments. .They are all the free 
gift of God to us. Is there a “disease” gnawing at our 
spiritual natures to make us look with levity upon high 
spiritual values? God forbid! 

Here we shall think particularly of the Bible as a 
means of growth in our spiritual lives. The Bible is 
God’s revelation to us. It is not a textbook of mathe- 
matics, chemistry, or civics. The purpose of the Bible 
is to bring men to God and the only way shown is by 
the meritorious work of Christ on Calvary. Christ is 
the center of the Bible. The Old Testament looks for- 
ward to His coming. The New Testament presents Him 
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to us as a personal Saviour. For the Christian the teach- 
ings of the Bible are the code by which he may grow 
in spiritual stature. Feeding upon the Word of God 
means spiritual growth. Let us use it regularly in divine 
worship, at the home altar, in the various services of the 
church, including the Luther League. If we carry a 
Testament with us, we have additional opportunity in 
brief spare moments to read a portion of it. 

The Bible is a lamp and a guide book for our con- 
stant use (read Psalm 119:105). We find that it is also to 
be used for food. It is milk and meat for our spiritual 
nourishment and growth (Hebrews 5:12-14). 


Bible Acrostic 
The “Brookes Quarterly” some years ago offered 
the following acrostic on the Bible: 


B—Buy it. 
I—Investigate it. 
B—Believe it. 
L—Love it. 
E—Exemplify it. 
What Must I Do? 

It is the hope of the writer of this topic that you 
will be led to a deeper appreciation of the Bible and a 
desire on your part to become a member of the Pocket 
Testament League. Now you are about ready to in- 
quire: “What does a P. T. L. member do?” He procures 
a Pocket Testament, carries it with him, reads a portion 
of it daily, meditates on it and prays for the unsaved, 
shows his Testament to others and endeavors to have 
them join the P. T. L., sacrifices so that he can give 
Testaments to others whenever he can. There is no 
fee connected with joining. 

Why should you carry a Testament? Because it is 
the Word of God from which you receive direction and 
power for Christian living; so that you will have it avail- 
able at any time; so that you may testify to its effect 
in your life and in the lives of others and bring the 
unsaved into a saving knowledge of Christ. 

You may wonder whether it is convenient to carry 
one. A man generally has fourteen pockets and a wo- 
man’s pocketbook is usually of sufficient size to permit 
the addition of a Testament to its effects. If you can 
afford a Testament using a good grade of India paper, 
you will find that this paper permits the size of the 
Testament to be even smaller than some other editions. 


Carry Your Bible 
Carry your Bible with you, 
Let all its blessing outflow, 
It will supply you each moment, 
Take it wherever you go. 


Carry the word of pardon. 

Sweeter each day it will grow, < 
Somewhere some heart will be waiting, 
Take it wherever you go. 


Carry the wondrous story, 

Tell it to hearts plunged in woe, 
This word of gracious redemption, 
Take it wherever you go. 


Carry the word of promise, 
Sinners unpardoned may know 
God’s path from sin unto safety, 
Take it wherever you go. 


(Pocket Testament League Rally Hymn. Free copies of this 
poem, set to music, can be obtained by writing The Pocket Testa- 
ment League Headquarters, 156 Fifth Ave., New York City.) 
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December 21, 1941 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 


CHRISTMAS IN MUSIC, 
PICTURES AND POETRY 


Candlelight Service appears 
on Page 4 


be 


December 28, 1941 
First Sunday after Christmas 
HOW HAVE WE USED THE YEAR? 
I Corinthians 10:31, 32 
Miss Edith Richardson, Marion, Virginia 
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God. Give none offence, 
neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the 
church of God.” 


How have we used the year? Have we used it to 
the glory of God? This is a question we can well ask 
ourselves on this last Sunday in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred forty-one, As thinking youth we will 
not permit the closing year to pass without serious re- 
flection. We are stewards of God and accountable for 
the way in which we have used the precious hours of the 
past year. We are living in a time when the years come 
and go so fast that we can scarcely keep step. It is im- 
portant to ponder the way in which we have used the 
time God gave us this year, that we might more intelli- 
gently look forward to the new year that is ahead. 


May we look back over the past year and ask our- 
selves, a few very frank questions. 


Have We Grown in Our Prayer Life? 

This is a very important question to ask ourselves. 
Have we cultivated a life of prayer? We need to set 
aside a definite time every day for prayer. We need a 
prayerful attitude. We need to pray for forgiveness and 
for guidance in our personal lives. “Pray that ye enter 
not into temptation.” We need to pray for the definite 
work of the church and for the people whose responsi- 
bility it is to carry out that work. We need to pray for 
the definite objectives of our great church, for our 
synods, for our conferences, for our local churches, and 
for our pastors. We need to pray for those who are un- 
churched, for those who neglect to worship in God’s 
House, for the missionaries as they labor both at home 
and abroad, and for all sorts and conditions of men. 
Prayer is our greatest privilege. Tennyson said, “More 
things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams 
of.” Have we as individuals and as a Luther League 
group used our prayer power? We cannot measure the 
power of a praying individual, or a praying Luther 
League. “And all things, whatsoever you shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 

Have We Increased Our Knowledge 
of God’s Word? 

God has a message for us today. He is speaking 
to us just as powerfully as He spoke to the prophets in 
the days of old. It is for us to search His Word. Has 
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His Word been the center of our weekly devotional 
meetings? Are we daily Bible readers? Have we given 
God’s Word to those with whom we have come into 
contact during the year? Today the world is hungry 
for the Word of God. We must grow in the knowledge 
of His will for us if we are to make our lives count for 
Him. We cannot live Christlike lives and neglect the 
study of His Word. Have we used God’s Word? 
“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? By 
taking heed thereto according to Thy Word. Thy Word 
have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against 
Thee!” 


Have We Used The Means of Grace? 

Through God’s Word and Sacrament we receive 
God’s grace. Worship must mean more to us than a 
habit. It must be a spiritual experience. “God is a spirit 
and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit 
and in truth.’ We need to lift our hearts and souls to 
God. We need to come to His altar and express our 
faith in worship. A worshipping individual is a spirit- 
ually growing individual. We must not neglect going to 
the House of God to worship. If we would render an 
enduring service, we must have a deeper consecration of 
the individual life. Have we grown spiritually through 
our use of the means of grace? 


What Have We Done for the Unchurched? 

Have we brought anyone into the church during 
the past year? It is such an easy thing to invite those 
who are without the church to Sunday School, to church 
services, to Luther League, to give their names to the 
pastor, but do we do it? Has not Christ said, “Go ye 
into all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature’? If we are not conscious of this responsibility 
and doing something about it, we are failing in our 
purpose. There are so many young people outside the 
church in every community. It is our responsibility to 
bring them to Christ. What have we done, and what 
are we doing, about it? 


Have We Been Active in our Service 
to the Church? 
The Luther League is an auxiliary organization of 
the church—in other words, a helping hand. What have 


we done during the past year to be a helping hand 
to our congregation and to our pastor? We may well 
pause and list the actual services we have rendered our 
church as a Luther League organization during the past 
year. Did we offer our services or did we wait to be 
asked to do a specific task? The church needs us to 
volunteer for work in God’s Kingdom. “Tnasmuch as 
ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me.” 


Have Our Devotional Meetings Met the 
Needs of the Leaguers? 

The devotional meeting is the heart of the Luther 
League. Have our meetings offered to the youth of our 
congregation something that they could not get any- 
where else—a place where they could express their 
soul’s desires, a place where their spiritual problems 
were met, and a place that offered Christian fellowship 
with others of a like mind and heart? The fulfillment of 
these requirements is never an easy task. Leaders must 
put a lot of hard work and much planning and praying 
to make devotional meetings truly inspiring and worth- 
while. Have we used this opportunity for service? 


How Have I Used The Year? 

This is a personal question that only I can answer. 
Have I lived true to the teachings of Christ? Have I 
grown spiritually and mentally? These are questions I 
can well ponder at the close of this year. “Let no man 
despise thy youth; but be then an example of the be- 
lievers in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, 
in faith, in purity. In all things shewing thyself a pat- 
tern of good works; in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, 
gravity, sincerity.” 


How Shall We Face The New Year? 

Shall we not face it with faith, belief and courage? 
Shall we not have love for one another—and we need 
love in the world today. With trust in God and His 
plan of life. With Christian living that others seeing 
our lives may see Christ living in us. Let us pray that 
we may face the new year and whatever it brings with 
an unshakable faith in God, our help in ages past, and 
our hope for years to come. 
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Young People’s Topics For December 


THEME FOR THE MONTH 


HAduent and Christmas 


December 7, 1941 
Second Sunday in Advent 
CHRIST IS COMING 
I Thessalonians 4:16; 5:6 
Rev. H. A. McCullough, Jr., Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Introduction 

There is scarcely any of the great, fundamental 
teachings of the Scriptures and of the Christian Church 
generally that is more distorted than this teaching re- 
garding Christ’s second coming. That very probably, 
has a large part to play in the widespread neglect of 
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this doctrine by most Christians, with the exception of 
the sects and the fanatics. Lost in the maze of con- 
flicting representations regarding dates and places and 
the order of events and “the signs of the times,’ many 
believers simply drop this item out of their working 
creed, even though they may confess it formally in pub- 
lic use of The Apostles’ Creed. Yet it is possible for us 
to separate the true wheat of this cardinal Christian 
truth from the chaff of human speculations, and to find 
in 1t great value, both for present life and for future 
hope. We shall confine ourselves in this topic to the 
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main road, and shall resist the tempting curiosity of the 
detours that would but confuse us. 


Necessary 

God has appointed Jesus Christ as Heir of all the 
earth and its kingdoms, and if Christ does not return, 
then the whole purpose of His first coming is robbed of 
its realization. If to Him “every knee shall bow and 
confess that Jesus is Lord,” then Christ must return to 
this very earth in that power and glory that shall force 
the recognition of Him as victor over the kingdoms of 
the world and the devil. “A new heaven and a new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteousness” are promised, and it is 
out of the present heavens and earth wherein dwell al- 
most everything but righteousness that the new will 
come. And the new will come only when Christ comes 
to overcome and to make all things new. By and large 
the world has always felt since the crucifixion and still 
feels that Christ’s Kingdom is but a theory. And it 
will always be but a theory until it is established in fact. 
Hence, Christ's second coming is necessary. All that 
we have hoped or believed or have been assured about 
the forgiveness of sins and of future blessedness and of 
reunion with departed loved ones in Christ stands or 
falls with, whether Christ definitely and literally re- 
turns to establish that Hope in Fact. His coming is 
necessary to give a goal to our work and to put “a barb 
on the hook” of our teaching and preaching. 


Assured : 

However necessary the return of Christ might ap- 
pear, we would have not solid ground upon which to 
rest that necessity unless the One who alone knows 
about it tells us about its assured coming. Consequently 
there are claimed to be at least 350 references to the 
second coming in power and glory; a much greater 


_mumber than the references to His first coming at 


Bethlehem. The literal fulfillment of all the prophecies 


- relating to His birth, life, work, death, resurrection and 


ascension is all the assurance we need that God’s own 
pledged Word is true in this final chapter in’ Christ’s 
relation to the present world. However the political 
and economic and social forecasters may dismally mis- 
judge coming events in our day, we Christians have “a 
more sure word of prophecy whereunto we would do 
well that we take heed, as unto a light that shineth in 
a dark place.” (II Peter 1:19) And that prophecy is the 
assured return to this earth of Christ, literally and 


- physically, and with great power and glory. 


Unexpected 

Our Lord Himself is responsible for the statement 
that His second coming will be widely unexpected, and 
that it will be inaugurated like a flash of lightning. (Luke 
17:24) Although there are indicated clearly the signs 
that every generation has witnessed in some degree, 
signs in the world of unusual natural phenomena (in the 
earth and in the heavenly bodies), signs in the ripening 
to rottenness of the forces of evil, signs in the ripening 
of righteosuness for the coming struggle, signs in the 
preaching of the Gospel to all nations, still there will be 
the loss of the sense of expectancy among His followers 
that the ultimate event may come within their experi- 
ence. And the loss of the sense of expectancy is lost 
through nothing more strange than the ordinary con- 
cerns of the everyday life out of which has gone the 
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feeling that “every moment trembles with possibilities; 
every hour is big with destiny” (Hillis, quoted in “The 
Lutheran,” Dec. 11, 1940, page 14). Eating, drinking, 
marrying, until; buying, selling, planting, building, until; 
teaching, preaching, evangelizing, healing, until; until 
the unexpected has suddenly descended after all these 
years of wooing, calling, warning, preparing. No human 
blitzkrieg can even remotely approach the startling un- 
expectedness of this assured event. 


Separating 

Someday all the forces of grace and of sin in every 
life must reach an eternal decision. That day will be 
when Christ comes again as both King of Righteousness 
and as Judge of the living and the dead. His coming 
will necessarily and actually make startling and eternal 
Separations. Good and evil, both in the life of His 
church and of the world and in the hearts and lives of 
His people will be eternally separated, and His Kingdom 
shall be complete. But the Kingdom will not be differ- 
ent in kind from what we know of it now; it will be 
different only in the fullness of its experience. It is a 
Kingdom of personal and sincere devotion to Christ; of 
prayer and of holy habits of life; of joy in the present 
and experience of salvation through a Saviour; of loving 
God’s Word; loving to worship; loving to give all for 
Him; loving and praying to win others to a real anl 
only Saviour; extending by prayer and effort and gifts 
His Kingdom throughout the whole world. When that 
Kingdom then comes fully, there will be the eternal 
separation between what are known as the tares and the 
wheat or between nominal Christians and sincere be- 
lievers; between the prayerless, unconsecrated, super- 
ficial, and the patient, faithful, earnest, dependable. Be- 
tween those who are spending their days and lives in 
His service whether He is actually present or not, and 
those who are just hanging around the door hoping to 
just slip in somehow when He comes, regardless of what 
has been their heart and life. And when with “two men 
in one bed: the one taken,,.the other left; two women 
grinding. to-gether;.one taken, the other left; in the 
twinkling of an eye,” there shall be more startling di- 
vorces than we have ever dreamed of—just as He finds 
us will we be forever. 


For Daily Guidance 

The whole great purpose of the teaching about The 
Second Coming is not to terrify believers or to try to 
frighten people into becoming Christians, although fear 
will always have a proper place in the life of the Chris- 
tian who knows the truth about heaven and hell. The 
purpose is to “comfort us”; to give foundation for our 
faith; to give a future for our hope; to give strength for 
our struggle now; to give earnestness to our service; to 
give purity to our lives; to give readiness for our death 
or His coming; to keep us steady and sober and sincere 
and serviceable. “Your redemption draweth nigh.” There- 
fore, we should daily concern ourselves with such prac- 
tical applications as these: (1) How am I conducting 
my business, knowing that even as I make my entries, 
He may suddenly appear and call me? (2) How am I 
conducting my social and domestic. life, knowing that 
at any moment He may summon me? (3) How am I 
teaching, knowing that this may be my last lesson be- 
fore He comes? (4) How am I witnessing, knowing that. 
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my mother or father or friend may be separated sudden- 
ly and eternally from me as unsaved when He comes? 
(5) How am I working for Him in His Church, know- 
ing that my work may suddenly be terminated by His 
coming? “Therefore, let us not sleep, as do others, but 
let us watch and be sober, that that day should not over- 
take you as a thief; for God has not appointed us to 
wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ 
. that we should live together with Him.” 


December 14, 1941 
Third Sunday in Advent 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
Acts 17:10-12 
By Richard E. Heiland, York, Pa. 
(A Suggestion for the Leader: A brief history of the 
Pocket Testament League, “What Must I Do?’ and further 


discussion material will be found in the Senior topic for to- 
day. Further material in the Topics Quartecly.) 


The Old and the New 

The word “testament” means will or covenant. 
Therefore, New Testament means “new will.” We live 
today under the gospel of Christ, not under the law of 
Moses; under the Christian dispensation, not under the 
Mosaic; under the New Testament, not under the Old. 
This does not vilify or invalidate the Old Testament 
for it is from God as much as is the New. It is the 
background of the New; it helps to prove the divine 
inspiration of the New; it helps us to understand the 
New; it contains invaluable truths which we can utilize 
today. Yet if we want to know what to do to be saved, 
we must go to the New Testament. The Old Testa- 
ment promises a Messiah; the New Testament reveals 
Him to us in the person of Jesus Christ as our Saviour 
and Lord and coming King. 


The Noble Bereans 

Our Scripture lesson for today shows Paul and Silas 
leaving Thessalonica and proceeding unto Berea. Luke, 
the author of the Acts, tells us that the Bereans were 
“more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they re- 
ceived the Word with all readiness of mind, examining 
the Scriptures daily, whether these things were so.” In 
commenting on this passage of Scripture, Dr. G. Camp- 
bell Morgan says, “We generally say in reading the 
story that the Bereans were more noble in that they 
manifested greater readiness to receive. That is so, but 
in what did that readiness consist? In that they were 
determined to find out. It was not quick belief that made 
them noble, for they were skeptical, but their skepticism 
Was accompanied by determined anxiety to find out. The 
noble hearer is not the man who immediately says yes 
to the interpretation of the preacher. The noble hearer 
is the man who appeals again and again to the Scrip- 
tures themselves to find out if these things be true.” 


A Striking Comment 

The New York Times Book Review on January 15, 
1939, gave a report by the American Institute of Public 
Opinion on the reading preferences of the average 
American. The report covered replies to the question, 
“What is the most interesting book you ever read?” 
The Bible was found to be the most general favorite 
of all these people. 
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Editorially, the “Times” referred to this report and 
brought out the following facts: The percentage of peo- 
ple 50 or more years old who: preferred it, was more 
than twice as high as those between 30 and 50, and six 
times as large as those under 30. To quote from the 
editorial: “Any comment on this may do no more than 
betray the age of the commentator; but it remains a 
plausible conjecture that if fewer of the young people 
of today prefer the Bible, it is because fewer of them 
read it. It contains not only about the best English 
prose ever written, but a greater variety of material than 
can be found in any other single volume on the book 
market; purely as literature some of the most widely 
read persons in all ages have found it better reading 
than anything else. But in the days when it was uni- 
versally read it was not read purely as literature; it was 
read because it was the Word of God, the infallible guide 
for life. If fewer people read it now, that is to the last- 
ing detriment of the cultural background of the nation.” 

You will agree with me that that is a striking com- 
ment from the secular press. Are we Lutheran young 
people reading the Bible regularly? 


The Greatest Book 

“If for any reason you were to spend a year abso- 
lutely alone, in a prison, for instance, and you could 
select from your library three volumes to be with you 
as your companion in your period of retirement, please 
inform us what those three books would be.” This 
question was asked by a British editor some years ago 
of the hundred reputedly greatest men in England. Of 
the replies from this group of peers, statesmen, jurists, 
authors, industrialists, and other successful Britishers, it 
was found that ninety-eight of the hundred chose the 
Bible as one of the preferred volumes. 

Yes, the Bible is still the world’s greatest Book, 
That is because it is divinely inspired, or “God-breathed.” 
The wisdom contained therein is of God and therefore 
greater than man’s. It is: 


B—eautiful, when we B—ehold it. 
Psalm 27:4 
I—nteresting to be I—nvestigated. 
John 5:39; II Timothy 2:15 
B—lessed, we should B—elieve it. 
Proverbs 8:34; John 20:29; 
Revelation 1:3 
L—ife-giving if we L—ive by it. 
Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4; 
Luke 4:4 
E—ternal, we should E—xtol it. 
John 1:1; Matthew 10:27; Psalm 145:1 
(Double acrostic by Ella M. Bodurtha) 
One Bible’s Story 
A colporteur left one Bible in a village of Eastern 
Poland several years ago. Let us listen to Ernest Gordon 
as he recounts the story in “The Sunday School Times” 
(March 8, 1941 issue): “The recipient was converted 
through reading it, and as he passed it on to others, 200 
more had become believers. When the colporteur, Rev. 
Michael Billester, re-visited the town last summer, the 
group gathered to worship and listen to his preaching. 
Instead of the customary testimonies by members of the 
congregation, the visitor suggested that verses of Scrip- 
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ture be recited. One man arose and inquired, ‘Perhaps 
we have misunderstood. Did you mean verses or chap- 
ters?? ‘Do you mean to say that there are people here 
who can recite chapters of the Bible? asked Rev. Bil- 
lester in astonishment. The villagers had memorized not 
only chapters, but whole books of the Bible. Thirteen 
knew Matthew and Luke and half of Genesis. One had 
committed all the Psalms to memory. The two hundred 
villagers together knew practically the entire Bible. 
‘We must,’ they explained, ‘for this copy of the Bible 
may be lost or taken away, and where should we get 
another?’ Passed around from family to family and 
brought to the gathering on Sundays, the old Book had 
become so worn with use that its pages were hardly 
legible. One Bible among two hundred people! And 
yet we who have the Bible constantly in our possession 
cannot pretend to be as familiar with it as was each of 
the East Polanders.” 


A Bible Blackout? 

The Bible is the best seller. Other books are on 
so-called best seller lists for several months, or even in 
rare cases, for several years, but none approaches the 
enduring appeal and large amount of sales of the Bible 
in its various editions. 

We wonder sometimes, however, is the Bible the 
best read Book? How many Bibles are gathering dust 
for want of being used? How many more remain un- 
opened somewhere in a library or desk drawer or at the 
bottom of a pile of secular magazines and newspapers? 
We would probably be staggered if it were possible to 
compute such figures. We take the Bible so much for 
granted that we are shocked by reading the following 
excerpt from the “Christian Herald” (October 1940): 

“The plain, bitter truth is that a Bible blackout is 
all too possible. While we've been worried sick over 
the passing of lesser things, not one in a million of us 
has ever dreamed that the Bible, which after all is the 
ultimate source of our way of life, is faced with block- 
ade and blackout in great areas of the world. You don’t 
want to believe that? Then listen: 

“Three-quarters of the world’s missionary supply of 
the Scriptures have been sent out for decades by the 
British and Foreign Societies—by the English, Scottish, 
French, Dutch Societies—by the very countries now 
overwhelmed by war, by terrific taxation, and by block- 
ade. If that doesn’t spell ‘Crisis’ with a capital ‘C,’ 
then what does?’ That presents us Americans with a 
mighty challenge. The American Bible Society has taken 
up the challenge and is trying to “hold forth the Word 
of Life,” for they say, and our convictions repeat, “There 
must be no blackout of the Bible.” 


How To Read The Bible 


Study it carefully, 

Think of it prayerfully, 

Deep in thy heact let its pure precepts dwell ; 
Slight not its history, 

Ponder its mystery, 

None can e’er prize it too fondly or well. 


There are numerous ways to read our Bible. The 
essential thing is to read it, not occasionally, but daily. 
Dr. Walter A. Maier in his book, “For Better, Not For 
Worse,” suggests how to read the Bible for best re- 
sults. We give here a summarization of the points he 


emphasizes: 
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Read your Bible prayerfully, asking God’s Spitit for 
enlightenment ; 

Read it with reverence; 

Read it in solitude; 

Read it attentively; 

Read it intelligently with aid of Bible dictionaties, 
concordances, and other standard helps; 

Read the Bible daily and continually; 

Read it with personal application. 


P, T. L. Fills a Need 

The Pocket Testament League seeks “to exalt the 
Word of God by inducing others to adopt the same 
habit in order that Christians may be spiritually strength- 
ened and equipped as soul-winners and that the uncon- 
verted may be led to accept Christ as their Saviour.” 
The Luther League of America is proud to promote this 
movement which they have been doing since 1935. The 
regular habit of reading the Scriptures daily and of 
carrying a Bible or New Testament with us is a good 
habit and a powerful witness of our belief in its truths. 
All good Luther Leaguers should be members. If you 
have not joined before, will you not decide to do so 
today? 

My Bible and I 


We’ve traveled together, my Bible and I, 

Through all kinds of weather, with smile or with sigh! 
In sorrow or sunshine, in tempest or calm! 

Thy friendship unchanging, my lamp and my psalm. 


We’ve traveled together, my Bible and I, 

When life had grown weary, and death e’en was nigh! 
But all through the darkness of mist or of wrong, 

I found there a solace, a prayer, and a song. 


So now who shall pact us, my Bible and I? 

Shall “‘isms’’ oc schisms, ot “new lights’’ who try? 
Shall shadow for substance, or stone for good bread, 
Supplant thy sound wisdom, give folly instead? 


Ah, no, my dear Bible, exponent of light! 
Thou sword of the spitit, put error to flight! 
And still through life’s journey, until my last sigh, 
We'll travel together, my Bible and I. 
—Author Unknown 
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December 21, 1941 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 


CHRISTMAS IN MUSIC, 
PICTURES AND POETRY 


Candlelight Service appears 
on Page 4 


She sta 


December 28, 1941 
First Sunday after Christmas 
FACING THE FUTURE 
John 21:15-22 
Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


The program for this topic is published in the Luther League 
Topics. This material is to be used in the preparation of each talk 
as suggested in the program. 

I. New Year’s Resolutions 

What are resolutions? 

The old year has passed. We are now nearing the 
beginning of the year 1942. A new year of experiences 
stretches out before us. No one knows what will take 
place in the days that are to come. All we can say is 


i 
i 
i 
sat 
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that “Time marches on!” and we can’t help ourselves. 
We'll have to march right along with it. 

Everybody has been talking these past few days 
about “resolutions.” Some have been making fun of the 
idea of making up your mind to do and live better in 
the year that is to come and it is true that many make 
resolutions only to break them. Others are too weak to 
keep them. But when we talk about good resolutions 
tonight it is with the intention that we keep them 
through the entire year. God has given us wonderful 
ability to say “I will” or “I will not.” It is this ability 
which makes us different from the rest of His creation. 

Sometimes this gift of God is used in the wrong 
way as when we become stubborn, refusing for no good 
reason to obey and do what is right. We shall therefore 
consider what resolutions we should make this year. 


1. I will be thankful 

a. That God is caring for us and that He watches 
over His creation. 

b. Parents—The best way to show our thankfulness 
to God for a good father and mother is to remem- 
ber the fourth commandment, “Honor thy father 
and thy mother ...” In other words to obey 
parents is to thank God for the privilege of hav- 
ing them. 

c. Then there is the church. Perhaps it is a long 
time since a prayer went to God for the blessing 
that has come to us through His church. Let us 
mention two of them, God’s goodness; God’s 
mercy. 


2. I will do nothing mean. 

The word “mean” is defined in the dictionary as 
something small and low. In our everyday Amer- 
ican language we put a special meaning to the 
word. : 

Our lives are so full of many little mean things that 
have no place in the lives of Christian young peo- 
ple. Let us examine ourselves, “take inventory” 
like the storekeepers say, and resolve that we shall 
do nothing more that is mean and unworthy of a 
Christian who lives in the sight of God. 


3. I will love and serve Jesus. 

As we look into the year ahead of us it is true that 
we know very little that is going to happen. If 
we work hand in hand with Jesus there is little 
to fear. We have the promise that Christ will be 
with us all the time, and although the road is 
constantly changing He never does. 


To love Him will mean that we will serve Him. 
Let us this year work in the church anywhere 
and at any task whenever we are sure that the 
Master is calling us. 


II. The Year’s Opportunities 
1. The opportunity to pray. 

We need to pray this year to stay close to Christ. 
There was once a lighthouse that stood on our 
ocean ledge, attached to the rock with great iron 
pillars; but the mighty waves came between it 
and the rock, carried it away and dashed it to 
pieces like an eggshell. The builders then leveled 
the ledge, brought the hardest granite, dove-tailed 
and riveted every course to the rock below and the 
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course above, until nothing could shake the tower 
that did not shake the rock. Through prayer we 
must rivet ourselves to the Rock, Christ Jesus. 
Nothing can shake Him. If we are fastened tight- 
ly to Him, nothing shall shake us either. 


The opportunity to wotk. 

Nobody, generally speaking, is such a good time- 
waster as some young people. Have you ever had 
someone ask you where you had been all after- 
noon and your answer was, “O, just fooling 
around?” It was an answer that didn’t describe 
very much, yet perhaps the person who asked 
knew that an afternoon had been wasted. 

Some say that “time is money” and surely it is to 
our fathers who must make every working hour 
count in order to make a living, yet it is God’s 
desire that we be happy and He has given us time 
for that purpose. 

The new year with all its “time” is a new oppor- 
tunity to work in the Kingdom of God. We might 
be able to accomplish much in the work of the 
Luther League. The new year calls us; we must 
leave the dead past, and press forward to those 
things which yet await us. We must work while 
it is day for the night cometh when no man can 
work, 


The opportunity to live. 

The Bible has a good statement to make to us, “Now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation!” 
“Be ye holy, even as God is holy, and pass the 
time of your sojourning here in the fear of the 
Tord.” 


A minister by the name of Dr. Emery Haynes talks 
this way about time: “Time! it is the gateway of 
Eternity. Time! it is sea-room in which to get the 
old ship out of harbor and started across the 
waste. Time! it is the roomage for the growth of 
man. Time! it is the opportunity for the unfold- 
ing of character ... It is self-development, serv- 
ice of God, service of man; it is the making of the 
immortal and fitting him for his eternal state. 
‘Choose ye’—when? ‘this day,’ a particle of time— 
‘whom ye will serve. If the Lord be God, follow 
Him; but if Baal, then follow him’. (the last quo- 
tation taken from the 24th chapter of Joshua). 


So God is giving us another chance to live for Him, 
even though we have mistreated so many similar 
chances before. And a good beginning is worth 
a lot more than we often realize. We have per- 
haps often thought that we'd like to make a clean 
break with the old life of sinful habits and go for- 
ward living only for the Lord. “Now is the 
time: 400 


But if our resolve to live for the Lord is to be real- 
ized, then we must start today and keep this de- 
sire before us everyday as each one comes. 

a. Daily prayer. 
b. Daily pardon, 

. Daily food. 

d. Daily growing in Grace. 

e. Daily use of the Bible. 


If we live our daily lives for God ,we shall in eternity 
live forever with Him. 
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III. The Year’s Dangers 
1. An_uncharted territory. 

The people of Israel, under the leadership of Joshua, 
were about to pass over into the Promised Land. 
There was great excitement among the tribes and 
perhaps some fear. It was a new land unto which 
they were going. After all, the spying expedi- 
tions were not able to bring back so very much 
information. One thing they knew was that this 
land of Canaan was full of dangers for God’s 
people. 

The orders to march are given with the warning that 
they should follow the ark of the Lord that “ye 
may know the way by which you must go; for 
ye have not passed this way heretofore.” 

The promised land of 1942 is before us as was the 
land of Canaan before the Israelites in that long 
ago. We, too, are wondering what the days, weeks 
and months will bring. So we go forth on the 
way, through uncharted ways. There are possible 
dangers. 


2. Dangerous thoughts. 
What a wonderful storehouse our minds can become! 


What a place full of kingly thoughts! What a 
gallery of glorious pictures! All, if we think the 
right thoughts and fill our minds with the right 
material. 

Dangers of thinking about oneself. 

Dangers of impure thoughts. 

There is an old bridge in the highlands of Scotland. 
It was built many long years ago. It is a massive 
structure, rising high above the rocky cleft over 


which it was stretched, and it was in use from its 
building until a few years ago it was pronounced 
unsafe and closed for traffic. And this is why. 
A tiny birch seed has ruined that bridge. One day 
a gust of wind had eaught that seed and landed 
in a small opening above the keystone. It sank 
into the mouldy lime, and there it germinated in 
the winter rain. It grew into a sapling, so smal] 
at first that a child’s hand could have pulled it out. 
But that was not done. The people crossing it 
never thought, And it was allowed to grow into 
a tree. And now with its deep, strong roots, it 
has wrenched the masonry apart. In a few years 
at the most, if it has not already done so, the 
arch will fall and the bridge be a complete ruin— 
all owing to a seed so small that it could be lifted 
on the tail of an autumn wind. 


Let us watch those thoughts of impurity when first 
they come. Do not give them a chance to lodge 
in your mind for any length of time. Ruin fol- 
lows impure thinking. 


3. Dangerous habits. 

Sinful habits have a way of getting into our lives 
and staying there. They are like many sinful 
things we are doing and saying before we know 
it. We can be fooled by the growth of sin in our 
lives. It is with us all the time and because it 
grows silently and gradually we often do not 
notice what a stranglehold it gets on us. 


(Enumerate the little sins that are somewhat evident in our 
lives.) Let us ask God’s help to stay completely clear of all thes 
things during the coming year. ; 
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TWENTIETH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF THE MARYLAND 
SYNOD, HELD AT HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 


August 30, 31 and September 1 


Two hundred and sixty enthusiastic young people attended the 
20th Annual Convention of the Maryland Synod Luther League at 
Hagerstown on August 30, 31 and September 1. The convention 
church was St. Mark’s, Rev. Roy L. Sloop, Pastor. 

The theme of the convention, “Our Faith for the Future,” was 
presented in four parts—the first, “Our Faith in God,” by Rev. 
Augustus Hackmann, of Epiphany Church, Baltimore, at the open- 
ing session on Saturday evening. At the Sunday morning church 
service Rev. Sloop brought the second message—“Our Faith in 
Self.” The third, ‘Our Faith in Fellow Man,” was the theme of 
the address by Rev. Wilson P. Ard, D.D., of Trinity Church, Hag- 
erstown, at the Vesper Service on Sunday night. The closing ad- 
dress, “Our Faith in Action,” was made by Rev. Joseph B. Baker, 
D.D., of York, Pa., at the banquet on Monday evening. 

The same theme was carried out in the discussion groups on 
“Our Faith in God” and “Our Faith in Self,’ led by Rev. Fred 
J. Eckert, Rev. Carl W. Folkemer, Rev. Robert E. Lee, Rev. 
Musser White, and Mr. Joseph K. Peaslee. 

The Convention Chaplain, Rev. Henry W. Snyder, Jr., con- 
ducted an inspiring series of Quiet Moments, speaking on the sub- 
jects, “Quiet Truth,” ‘Quiet Faith” and “Quiet Power.” 

As in previous years, the service which will be longest remem- 
bered by the Leaguers was the Convention Holy Communion Serv- 
ice on Sunday night. The lights of the beautiful church were 
dimmed and, as we sat in quiet meditation during the organ inter- 
Jude which preceded the service, and later during the administration 
of the Sacrament, we felt a new measure of peace and the faith for 
the future about which we had been speaking and learning. 

The Candlelight Installation Service on Monday evening was, 
as always, an inspiring challenge, both to the officers _and to the 
Leaguers, to be more loyal, more faithful, and more diligent in the 
Master’s work. The new officers and secretaries who were installed 
at this service are: President, Sarah Leiter; First Vice-President, 
Harry Keister; Second Vice-President, Robert Dean; Recording 
Secretary, “Julia Bell Hann; Corresponding Secretary, Emma Hild; 
Treasurer, Robert -Parrish; Educational Secretary, Helen Hewes; 
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Life Service Secretary, Ruby Miller; Missionary Secretary, Harriet 
Reeves; Publicity Secretary, Mac Fisher; Sustaining Membership 
Secretary, Mary Mumford. 

Among the resolutions approved by the convention were these: 

“That inasmuch as some of our fellow-Leaguers are being 
called to serve in the armed forces of our country and as nurses 
to those armed forces, we pray daily for their guidance by and con- 
tinuance in their Christian faith. ; 

“That inasmuch as our Senior and Young People’s Leagues 
must depend upon the Intermediate Luther Leagues for a continuous 
existence, all available means of encouragement be given the Inter- 
mediates; that our Executive Committee study such means, including 
the possible value of a greater recognition of our Intermediates and 
selection of a new part-time extension worker; that the Executive 
Committee take definite steps toward the attainment of the above 
purpose. 

“That we express to the Executive Committee of the Luther 
League of America our commendation and encouragement in their 
untiring efforts to increase the value and field of service of the 
Luther League of America to its member Leagues.” 

The Luther League of America was ably represented by Miss 
Mildred Gartlemann, who presented its work in an interesting and 
unusual way to the convention. She also addressed the Intermediate 
Leaguers during their separate session. 

The new officers of the State Intermediate League, elected at 
this convention, are: President, Nada Keller; Vice-President, Joan 
Williams; Sectetary, Margaret Pugh; Treasurer, Thomas Lambdin. 

But this convention was not lacking in social “high-lights.” The 
Leaguers enjoyed meeting old friends and making new ones at the 
hilarious County Fair sponsored by the host League, at the Sunday 
night fellowship supper, and«at the picnic lunch on Monday. And 
the final burst of energy was displayed in the group singing at the 
banquet which brought this splendid convention to a close. 

As the Leaguers set out on their homeward journey, after a 
weekend of inspiration and fellowship, 260 hearts were pledged anew 
to the service of the King, and to ‘Faith for the Future.” 


EMMA F. HILD, Secretary 
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SECOND ANNUAL YOUTH CONFERENCE— 
CHINA—SUMMER 1941 


Another year has rolled around, The echoes of the first youth 
conference are still reverberating through the congregations and the 
Junior High School. The question, “Will there be another confer- 
ence this summer?” has continually been asked. Now they asked, 
“Can’t I come, too?’’ So we expected many more than last year. 
Come with me and have a look around at our Swallow Island Con- 
ference Home. 


Where the waves roll in on sandy, rocky shores we stroll along 
or swim in the surf, while experiences are exchanged or reactions 
to the messages are voiced. Where the rocks invite the dashing 
waves for a romp, we watch in awe the extravagant expenditure of 
beauty and power apparently going to waste. Where, as we sit in 
the twilight, we can see across the bay the lights of the summer 
resort, Iltis Huk, come on one by one. Where as we look out across 
the ocean to Father and Son Islands on the rim of the horizon, we 
wander in thought to you all far over the sea. Somehow you are 
nearer to us because we are on the edge of the ocean. 


Now come and see our habitat. One “‘mother house’ with six 
small bunk houses all made of stone and brick are silhouetted along 
the ridge of the hill astride the island. Each little bunk house had 
four double decker beds with canvas bottoms but from four to six 
persons additional were quartered here. Some of the girls slept two 
in a bunk. For others Chinese bed boards were used on wooden 
horses. In the mother house there is a large hall used for dining 
room and lecture or class room. At one end there are two rooms 
used by the teachers and leaders who do not live with the others 
in the smaller houses. At the other end is the office and the kitchen 
with pantry. Opposite the front door is a large fireplace made of 
stone, rising to the ceiling. With the ocean on one side and the 
bay on the other we are practically surrounded with water. You 
may see the sun rising over the mountains and later see it set 
behind the city of Tsingtao. 

Here amidst pouring rain the leaders gathered on the second 
of July for getting acquainted and for spiritual fellowship in prepara- 
tion for the coming opportunities. For two days we prayed, studied 
the Word, shared our experiences, and planned our program. Then 
on the fourth of July the youth from school, country, and city came 
Some were mothers, some fathers; some were married, others en- 
flocking onto the hill-top. Some were teachers, some were pupils; 
gaged, Still others had not yet faced such questions, In ages they 
ranged from eighteen to thirty with one or two slightly under the 
age requirement. 

Some came for a good time, others because of the glowing 
reports of the conference last summer. Some came to be fed with 
spiritual food, others because they had been sent. Some came with 
a conscious need, others came to find their need and seek the remedy. 
For a number the first days found them already drinking needed 
nourishment. For others the opening days were apparently mean- 
ingless. Their expectations had not been met. But later the awaken- 
ing came. Then the ears were unstopped, the heart enlarged. The 
sense of need grew and the Word spoken found its way into the 
recesses of the heart where are the issues of life. 


The Theme: “Life In His Name” 
“Life in His Name’’ was adopted as the theme for the con- 
ference. John, chapter twenty, and the thirty-first verse, was taken 
as the text. As the days went by this theme became vitalized in the 
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lives of the assembled young men and women. As the messages 
from His living Word became living for them, each was more and 
more assured that this new life was his or her own personal pos- 
session. 


However, in the beginning many were uncertain as to whether 
or no they had received this new life. They wanted assurances. 
They wanted to be certain. As each leader contributed his message 
to the whole, as each touched on some phase of this great subject, 
some needy heart received from God the right reply to his question 
and need. Each heard in his own tongue the message for his par- 
ticular need. 


For Bible Study the Acts of the Apostles was studied together 
in smaller groups. Later the findings of these groups were pooled 
for the whole assembled company of Christian youth. An attempt 
was made to see the life of the ages as manifest in the first century 
fellowship. The Life in His Name as proclaimed and practiced by 
the early Christians was held up as a pattern for us to apply in 
our daily living. 

The recreational period each morning sought to demonstrate 
games that could be used in the family circle. In this way we hope 
to teach the family how to play together and give expression to their 
Christian joy and happiness. By taking the place of gambling and 
drinking these wholesome sports can make the home truly a center 
of family life and an example to the community. 


The following period a Mr. Ma Feng Kang spoke on this life 
in relation to the movements in the world, nation, and society with 
special emphasis on the particular problems of engagement, marriage 
and choice of a life work. Out of his abundant and varied expe- 
riences this leader frankly and fearlessly discussed these pertinent 
questions. Through his clarity of presentation and happy, enthusi- 
astic attitude he warmed the hearts of the youth until they opened 
up with many questions in private and in the question box hour. 


This Question Box hour began rather slowly and on a small 
scale. Then the clamoring rose and became vociferous, asking for 
answers to their many questions. The more we answered, the more 
the questions came piling in. A great variety of viewpoints and needs 
were manifested, each according to his particular need or problem. 
Some seemed trivial to us but we found they were apparently vital 
to them calling for some solution. Lach one of the leaders came in. 
for their share of responsibility in striving to answer these questions. 
for these alert youngsters. 


In the afternoons following the period for rest and recreation, 
we had not only the Question Box but several other important hours 
aside from a daily hour on the ‘“‘New Life and How To Attain and 
Continue Its Growth.” From her full storehouse of Bible texts and 
scenes in rapid fire succession Miss Wang Cheng Mei kept the folks 
thinking and drinking deeply of the various aspects of this import- 
ant theme. In the other hours the life of the Lutheran Church of the 
present day was described especially dealing with the different 
branches of the Lutheran Church in China and their related boards. 
The part the Lutheran World Convention is playing in the present 
situation was presented, a report on the Shanghai Congregation was. 
made. Some reports of biographies read were given by different. 
young people. 


The evening meetings were evenly divided in three hours for 
three different speakers, Missionary Reuben Torrey, Pastor David 
Hong, and Miss Irene F, Forsythe, each in their own way, gave 
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very challenging messages on the general theme of the Conference. 
These reached a memoria! climax following a clear delineation of the 
sufferings of our Saviour. When the call for a decision of willing- 
ness to serve in full-time life service as the Lord should direct, 
fifteen young folks stood up one by one. Many others also took for- 
ward steps as revealed in their individual statements. Pray that all 
May grow in clatity as to the meaning of His will and in strength 
of purpose to carry out this will in life. 


The morning setting up exercises were a real part of our life. 
The Lord sent us a Miss Chu to lead us in a series of exercises that 
put our whole body in tune for the day. Her full freedom of move- 
ment bringing all the muscles into play, was a strong, sharp con- 
trast to the Chinese girls with bound feet. Would that we might 
also bring every thought into captivity to Christ. The last night 
Was given over to gathering around the bon-fire to listen to the 
testimonies of each one as to what these meetings had meant to 
them. It was marvelous how as each spoke of their need met, that 
we could hear how God had so provided the various leaders and 
their messages to meet the special needs of all. Not one was left 
out of the many who came to give of their experience and knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Some came just for one talk but 
yet they ie t behind a lasting remembrance. So He provided in all 
His abundance and those who came were blessed as they partook. 
And His work continues on and on. Then the next morning the 
walk around the hill, singing hymns and our youth songs symbolized 
our group iellowship and unity as we prepared to separate to walk 
in the wer!d conscious still of our union in Christ as our life and 


goal. 
C. H. REINBRECHT 


WEST VIRGINIA 


The State and Synodical Luther League Convention, 
August 24-28, at Jackson’s Mill 

For eight years the West Virginia Synod and Auxiliaries have 
been meeting together in convention at Jackson’s Mill and find this 
a most successful way to acquaint one with the program of the 
United Lutheran Church. The Pastors, Lay Delegates, Women’s 
Missionary Society, Brotherhood and Luther League work, play 
and live together as one large family and gain much from devotion 
and fellowship together. 


This year, Luther Leaguers had the opportunity of meeting the 
Promotional Secretary of the U. L. C. A., Rev. F. Eppling Rein- 
artz, and in one of our League sessions Rev. Reinartz spoke and 
gave many helpful suggestions for “‘Co-Action.” Also, Miss Ruth 
Jurum, Promotional Secretary of the Women’s Missionary Society, 
who interested the Leaguers in the many advantages of poster dis- 
plays for Luther League work by illustrating her artistic ability in 
one of our sessions. These prominent workers in the work of the 
Church-at-large were representatives of the Synod and Women’s 
Missionary Society, 1espectively. It would be impossible to meet a 
number of representatives, at a State convention, if it were not for 
Lutheran Week as promoted by the West Virginia Synod. 


When the Luther League session opened on Monday morning, 
Rev. Joseph W. Frease, Member-at-Large of the Luther League of 
America, was introduced and welcomed as the young people’s repre- 
sentative. Rev. Frease brought us many helpful suggestions and 
gave a splendid interpretation of the work of the Luther League. 


Also appearing on the Luther League program were: Rev. Carl 
R. Plack, Rev. Merle W. Boyer, Ph.D., and Rev. John Ritch‘e, who 
conducted lecture classes from the study book, ‘“Youth’s Faith in 
Action.” 

The following officers were elected at the Tuesday morning 
session: President, Katherine Strimer, of Parkersburg; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Cary Lou Edgar, of Charleston; Recording Secretary, Robert 
Cassell of Grafton; Treasurer, Robert Scherr of Keyser; Correspond- 
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ing Secretary, Carolyn Bartels of Wheeling. The following were 
appointed by the President: Missionary Secretary, Coliene Shafer, 
of Aurora; Educational Secretary, Mrs. D. E. Kinsler of Parkers- 
burg; Life Service Secretary, Helen Le Seur, of Fairmont; Inter- 
mediate Secretary, Faye Droddy, of Charleston; and Publicity Sec- 
retary, Betty Diehl, of Huntington. Also, Ruth Hamill and James 
Fresh are serving on the Executive Committee. 


A daily news publication, ‘“Gleams and Glimpses,’ was pub- 
lished by the Leaguers. This paper contained editorials, interesting 
bits of news from the sessions of Synod and all auxiliaries, interest- 
ing thoughts from special guests, recreational news and some in- 
teresting items about people and happenings around camp, 


Monday evening, after regular service, a fellowship program 
was conducted by the Luther League and Rev. D. E. Kinsler, Youth 
Secretary, led both young and old in a period of fun consisting of 
singing, games and story telling. 


Tuesday evening was Luther League night and Rev. Joseph W. 
Frease spoke at the regular evening church service and in conclu- 
sion, conducted the candlelight service for the installation of officers, 
After the service, some interesting pictures of life at Camp Nawakwa 
were shown. Several of the young people had attended camp during 
the summer and reported on the splendid program offered at this 
Lutheran Training Camp. 


After the regular church service on Wednesday evening, a camp- 
fire was enjoyed by all. A campfire program has become a tradi- 
tion along with the activities of Lutheran Week and this year we 
were fortunate in having a member of the Camp Staff, a 4H mem- 
ber, conduct a regular Indian style campfire at the typical Indian 
camp spot on the grounds. The Auxiliaries formed tribes and great 
fun was had in contests and singing. Our leader added much to the 
program with his talent in reading and music. 

“Come—Learn—Go” was the theme for the general convention 
and Luther Leaguers were well represented, had a splendid program 
of devotion, study and fellowship and should be better equipped to 
go out and do individual work in the Luther League, and to work 
for the whole program of the United Lutheran Church in America, 


CAROLYN H. BARTELS, Corresponding Secretary 


Officers of West Virginia State and Synodical Luther League 

Back row, reading from left to right—Youth Secretary, Rev. 
D. E. Kinsler, Coliene Shafer, Helen Le Seur, Carolyn Bartels, Cary 
Lou Edgar and Robert Cassell. 

Seated, from left to right—Ruth Hamill, 
Katherine Strimer. 

Those not included in picture—Robert Scherr, Betty Diehl, Mrs. 
D. E. Kinsler, James Fresh. 


Faye Droddy and 


MICHIGAN 


The Seventh Annual Convention of the Michigan Synod Luther 
League was held at Waldenwoods, near Hartland, on August 30, 31 
and September 1. The convention opened Saturday evening with 
registration of delegates and visitors, which was followed by a fel- 
lowship hour. On Sunday morning the convention formally opened 
with a Sunrise Communion Service at 6:45. The Liturgist was Rev. 
Cranston R. Gesell of Detroit. Rev. Henry O. Yoder of Ann Arbor, 
delivered the sermon at this service. The theme for the convention 
was “Spiritual Preparedness’? and Rev. Yoder used as his theme, 
“With More Soldiers of the Cross.” After breakfast which followed 
the communion service, Mr. Edward Wiggert of Detroit, led the 
Bible Study Hour. Mr. John H. Laumann of Canada, the repre- 
sentative from the Luther League of America, gave a presentation 
of Luther League work stressing the fact that 1942 is Promotional 
Year. Mr. Alfred Wagner then led the Young Peoples group in a 
discussion of League problems. Mr. Wiggert led the Seniors and 
Myra Briggs had charge of the Intermediates. 


Sunday afternoon the devotions were in charge of the Conven- 
tion Chaplain, Rev. Gesell. The election of officers followed. The 
results were as follows: President, Cleon Wellington, Three Rivers; 
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Vice-President, Donald Hoehn, Lansing; Recording Secretary, 
Dorothy Schmidt, Ann Arbor; Corresponding Secretary, Myra Briggs, 
Ann Arbor; Treasurer, Bob Krasa, Detroit; Member-at-Large, 
Alfred Wagner, Ann Arbor. 


Following this the Intermediate Contest was held. This was in 
the form of the radio ‘‘Ask-it-Basket.” The questions were taken 
from the Bible, Bible history and the Catechism. 


Sunday evening the Vesper service was conducted by Rev. 
Berger and the address was given by John Laumann. The theme 
for his address was ‘“‘With Greater Faith in God and Man.” A 
campfire sing around the campfire and a marshmallow toast were 
enjoyed after the service. 


Monday morning devotions again were led by the convention 
chaplain. At the business meeting on Monday a recommendation 
was adopted, reading thus: ‘‘The Secretary send a letter to the 
State Senators and to the President of the United States, reading: 


“We, the Luther League of the Michigan Synod, as a part of 
the Luther League of America, the official young people’s organiza- 
tion of the United Lutheran Church in America, do hereby, in our 
Seventh Annual Convention, go on record as being unalterably op- 
posed to sending any armed forces, for participation in any war, 
outside the Western Hemisphere’.’”’ 


The most unique program of the entire convention took place 
on Monday afternoon, ‘‘The Convention Musicale.”” Included in it 
were selections by the convention choir, a solo by Vernon Moerdyck 
and several selections on the Theremin by Mrs. A. LeMon of 
Pontiac. Mr. and Mrs. LeMon acted as chaperones for the con- 
vention. Following this- Rev. Joseph Sittler of Cleveland, Ohio, gave 
an address entitled, “‘With Unity of Spirit and Service,’ bringing to 
us the Apostle Paul in a very inspiring manner and message. 


At the supper hour Rev. F. F. Madsen installed the newly- 
elected officers and ‘the convention closed with the singing of the 
Luther League Rally Hymn. 

MYRA BRIGGS, Corresponding Secretary 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN SYNOD 


The Luther League of St. Mark’s Church, Pueblo, Colorado, 
was host to the Leagues of Trinity Church, Canon City, and First 
Lutheran Church of Colorado Springs, at a Rally, September 28th. 
Nearly fifty Leaguers participated in the Rally. Supper was served 
at 5:30 o’clock in the basement of St. Mark’s and the Rally pro- 
gram, ‘Always Christ’s Way,” was presented in the nave at 6:30 
P. M. by members of the participating Leagues. Miss Charlotte Mc- 
Dermon, Synodical League President, spoke briefly on plans of the 
Rocky Mountain Synodical League for the year. 


—W. C. CONRADI 


ILLINOIS 


; Illinois Luther League Marches On 

Nearly five hundred young people together with some thirty 
Pastors assembled in the capital city, Springfield, for the Forty-sev- 
enth Annual Convention of the Luther League of Illinois. They 
found almost every detail arranged by the Springfield committees, 
headed by Misses Dorothy Richter and Mary Frances Stevens. A 
notable piece of publicity had been effected in the public press and 
on the radio. All central Illinois knew that Lutheran young folks 
were in the city for the purpose of hearing reports, adopting reso- 
lutions, worship, fellowship, and fun. It was the Labor Day week- 
end, August 29-September 1, a rather warm one too, but every 
aga of the program moved smoothly and commanded the attention 
of all. 


The host pastors, Wm. Roth and A. Burd Arganbright, to- 
gether with missionary Walter-H. Moeller, celebrated the Holy 
Communion at the opening of the convention. This was deeply im- 
pressive. In conversation with Leaguers, - I. suggested that time 
might be saved by eliminating the Communion Service and instantly 
they raised objection to any such idea. Young folks trained in the 
meaning of the Lord’s Supper, who are. loyal to the Sacrament, 
possess and are possessed by a mighty spiritual force. 


President John Dameron presided over all of the business ses- 
sions with dispatch. Reports of officers were mimeographed and a 
copy put in the hands of each registered delegate and visitor. These 
revealed a year of effective labor and growth. A shortage on the 
Social Mission Project of $170.00 was easily subscribed and has 
been paid by this time. In this way the Luther League of Illinois 
gave $375.00 to the Chicago Inner Mission Society and a like 
amount to the Nachusa Lutheran Orphanage. 


The thematic development caused comment. The theme, “We 
March Where Thou Hast Trod,” was developed in seven move- 
ments. The Chaplain, Pastor Albert H. Keck, Jr., Sterling, pre- 
sented three of these under the titles: “In Fellowship,” ‘In Helpful- 
ness,” “In Happiness.” With swiftly moving speech and lucid pro- 
gression he unfolded the wonder of these aspects of the Christian 
march. ‘Even as Christ was leagued with God and with His 
apostles so Christians are to be leagued with God and with their 
fellow-men. Dr. Alfred Grewe, St. Louis, Mo., was the banquet 
speaker. “(We March Where He Has Trod—lIn Sacrifice,” was his 
theme. Pastors Wm. Roth and Burd Arganbright spoke in their 
respective churches cn Sunday morning, having identical services 
and the same subject, “In Commitment.” Dr. Conrad Bergendoff, 
President of Augustana College, Rock Island, delivered a closely- 
woven and penetrating sermon Sunday evening. He reminded us 
that most of the early Christians were young people and pointed 
out that a moment comes to every individual when Christ appears 
as a contemporary. 


The climax of the Convention was the last service. Cadets of 
the Cross were presented. This was the fourth year for the appear- 
ances of Luther Leaguers speaking upon living subjects. This year, 
Ross Trower, student at Carthage College, and Emyleen Tess, 
Peoria, spoke on “‘We March Where Thou Hast Trod—By the Com- 
mand and by the Power of God.” Dr. R. R. Belter, Burlington, 
Iowa, delivered the closing address, one well timed for the closing 
of a stimulating youth gathering. 


The social features were attractive. The Springfield Leaguers 
presented a colorful and musically embellished revue of the “Gay 
Nineties’? on Saturday night. On Sunday afternoon about four hun- 
dred people drove to the New Salem State Park, the restored vil- 
lage of Lincoln association. The North Austin group presented an 
original radio program. The banquet afforded great delight. 


The Luther League of America was represented by the gracious 
Associate Secretary, Pastor Wm. J. Ducker. It is felt that this 
plan of representation is helpful. It removes the impersonal element 
in the relationship of the state League and the national organiza- 
tion. 


Truly many other things might be said about the 47th Annual 
Convention of the Luther League of Illinois but these are suffi- 
cient to afford a survey of its program, its zeal, and the direction 
in which it is moving. All officers were re-elected: President, John 
Dameron; Vice-President, Robert L. Salzgeber; Secretary, Miss 
Caroline Pieper; and Treasurer, Miss Ruth R. Greve. The conven- 
tion next year will be at Carthage, Trinity Church and Carthage 
College cooperating in the entertainment. 


K. BRUNO NEUMANN, Promotional Secretary 


Forty-seventh Annual Convention, Luther League of Illinois, held in Springfield, Illinois, 


Twenty-eight 


August 29-September 1, 1941 
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Left to Right—Mable Seagle, Sustaining Membership Chairman; 
G. C. Miller, Former Treasurer; Elizabeth Petrea, Former Secretary; 
Elmer Troutman, President; Valeria Shives, Secretary; Garth Lee 
Hill, Treasurer. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


The Luther League of North Carolina held its twenty-first an- 
nual Convention in Kimball Memorial Lutheran Church, Kannapolis, 
August 26-28. “Know Thyself’? was used as the convention theme, 
and “Jesus, Master, Whose I Am,” was the convention hymn. The 
convention speakers were Rev. Raymond D. Wood, Rev. J. L. 
Morgan, D.D., Rev. William J. Ducker, and Mrs. L. Grady Cooper. 
Rev. F. L. Conrad, D.D., was convention chaplain. 

Rev. Wood made addresses at three sessions, using the conven- 
tion theme, “Know Thyself—Physically, Mentally, and Spiritually.” 
Dr. Morgan dedicated the new crosses on the Life Service Flag. 
Rev. Ducker was the banquet speaker, and Mrs. Cooper addressed 
the Intermediate League Rally. 

One hundred and thirty-one Leagues in the state were repre- 
sented at the convention. The Statistical Secretary also reported the 
formation of six new Leagues during the past year. 


The budget for the coming year is as follows: 


Se USS ee eee ee $1,300.00 
National Mission Objective ............. 700.00 
Southern Seminary (Library Fund) ...... 200.00 
Selective Service Fund ............-. naoh aaoD.00 
Watiorgt Wes .cccsesstevsoctceene esagae 900,00 
Current. Fexpenses .c0cncccsessccs seeeees 500.00 

SIN ErEE Wiest en Daa ie nae Se esied on $3,750.00 


The officers for the ensuing year are: President, Elmer Trout- 
man; Vice-President, Carl Litaker; Secretary, Valeria Shives; Treas- 
urer, Howard Murphy. The retiring officers were Elizabeth Petrea, 
Secretary, and G. C. Miller, Treasurer. Troutman and Litaker 
were re-elected President and Vice-President, respectively. 

The convention voted to present a Luther League plaque to 
the League of Beth Eden, Newton, in recognition of outstanding 
achievement for the year. 

Convention activity was brought to a close with a banquet 
in the spacious Kannapolis Y. M. C. A. Gymnasium, with six hun- 
dred Luther Leaguers in attendance. Joe Moretz served as toast- 
master and Rev. W. J. Ducker, representative of the Luther League 
of America, delivered the closing address of the convention. 

F. L. CONRAD, Jr., Publicity Chairman 


PINECREST DUNES LEADERSHIP SCHOOL 


The 14th annual Luther League Leadership School of the Metro- 
politan area of New York and the Connecticut State Luther Leagues, 
held at Pinecrest Dunes, Peconic, Long Island, attracted the largest 
number of young people in the history of the school. The school was 
in session from August 24 to September 1 and over the weekend 
period from August 29 to September 1, a number of young people 
were turned away because of lack of space. The school is sponsored 
by the above mentioned Luther Leagues in cooperation with the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the United Lutheran Synod of 
New York. The aim of the school is to teach young people the 
qualities of Christian leadership. : 

The founder and director of the school, Rev. Luther F, Ger- 
hart, was forced to resign his position after being called into the 
service of his country as protestant chaplain at the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard. In his place, Rev. Dorr R. Crounse, of Franklin Square, 
Long Island, acted as director and dean of the school. ; 

Included in the faculty were: Rev. Russell W. Stine, Professor 
of Religion and Philosophy, Muhlenberg College; Rev. Emanuel W. 
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Hammer, Meriden, Connecticut; Mrs. Robert Ledlie, of Rockville 
Centre, Long Island; Mr, Larry Faulkner, of Hartford, Connecticut; 
Miss Anne Seesholtz, Instructor at Deaconess Motherhouses in 
Baltimore and Philadelphia; Rev. W. John Villaume, of Middletown, 
New York; and Rev. L. Foster Wood, Secretary of the Committee 
of Marriage and the Home, of the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America, Rev. Paul Anspach, Missionary from China, con- 
ducted morning devotional periods and described his work in China. 


Young people who completed class and study requirements were 
awarded credit cards from the Parish and Church School Board of 
the United Lutheran Church in America, as authorized by the In- 
ternational Council of Religious Education, 


; Many interesting features were planned for the evening ses- 
sion, including a boat ride, a beach supper, an evening of games and 
folk dances and a “cabin naming ceremony.” On Sunday evening a 
seaside drama was presented under the direction of Mrs. Ledlie. On 
Sunday morning a lake-side communion service impressed the entire 
group with its solemnity and simple beauty. A well-stocked library 
was available to the students and each student was required to pur- 
chase the book prescribed for his course. 


MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 


. The Third Annual Convention of the Luther League of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States will meet in the 
Historic Augustus Lutheran Church, Trappe, in 1942, the first 
church of the patriarch, Henry Melchoir Muhlenberg. Throughout 
the year every organization and congregation of The United Lutheran 
Church in America will observe the Bicentennial of Muhlenberg’s 
arrival in America, It is extremely fitting for the Luther League 
to pause and pay tribute to his life and work in this historic church, 
built in 1743 and still maintained in its original simplicity—his 
greatest monument. A large brick church near this historic shrine 
is now regularly used by the congregation and will be the host 
church to the Luther League at its Convention. Rev. William 
Fegely, D.D., is pastor of Augustus Church. 


The Ministerium Luther League feels proud of the fact that 
they again have successfully met their Missionary Objective, namely, 
the African Project of $2,150.00. Although this Project was not 
completed by the July Convention, nevertheless, it was not dropped 
but a special effort was made and the amount collected. Once again 
the Luther League has come out on top for Christ. 


The Fall Workers’ Conference of the Allentown Conference 
Luther League was held Saturday, September 27, in the Lutheran 
Church at Farmersville, Rev. Israel Yost, pastor. Following the 
discussion groups the Conference officers and secretaries were in- 
stalled by the chaplain, Rev. Earl Schlatzhauer, with Rev. Samuel 
Kidd, St. Paul’s Church, Easton, as the ‘“‘Challenger.”” The follow- 
ing officers are to serve the Allentown Conference Luther League 
for the ensuing year: President, Miss Clara Schleicher, Catasauqua 
First Vice-President, Rev. William Berkemeyer, Bethlehem; Second 
Vice-President, Marlan Miller, Easton; Treasurer, Arthur Stout, 
Allentown; Recording Secretary, Miss Katherine Frickert, Coplay; 
Corresponding Secretary, Miss Althea Carl, Allentown. 

The Second Annual Banquet of the Allentown Conference 
League was held at the Americus Hotel, Allentown, November 5. 


The Danville Conference Luther League held their Thanksgiving 
Rally in Trinity Lutheran Church, Danville, Rev. Bernard Krapf, 
pastor. The speaker for the Rally was Rev. Dr. Raymond Wood of 
Zion Lutheran Church, Sunbury. 


The Intermediates of the Lancaster Conference held a banquet 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, Steelton. Rev. Robert J. Schenck, As- 
sistant Pastor of Grace Lutheran Church, Lancaster, was the 
speaker. The banquet was both inspirational and educational and 
was very well attended. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Newberry District 

The Newberry District of the Luther League of South Carolina 
held its annual meeting Sunday, September 28, in Mt. Tabor 
Lutheran Church, Little Mountain. 

The following officers were installed for the year 1941-42: Presi- 
dent, Miss Pearle Hamm, Silverstreet; Vice-President, Miss Sara 
Kinard, Prosperity; Recording Secretary, Miss Azille Graddick, 
Newberry; Corresponding Secretary, Miss Mary Lou Ballentine, 
Newberry; Treasurer, Miss Marian Singley, Prosperity; Educational 
Secretary, Miss Mary E. Counts, Pomaria; Missionary Secretary, 
Mr. C. A. Cameron, Newberry; Life Service Secretary, Miss Ida 
Mae Franklin, Newberry; Intermediate Secretary, Mrs. R. W. Sease, 
Little Mountain; Publicity Secretary, John Fulmer, Newberry. 

An interesting program was carried out using the theme, “Al- 
ways Christ’s Way.” Rev. D. M. Shull brought the message at the 
morning session. The business session was conducted by Miss 
Pearle Hamm, President. 

After lunch the afternoon session was opened with a devotional 
service. The state officers then presented “Can You Help Me, 
Please?” The offering was received and then Dr. Paul M. Kinports, 
Executive Secretary of The Luther League of America, brought an 
inspirational address. Resolutions and Roll Call were next in order. 
The new officers were installed and with the singing of the Luther 
League Rally Hymn the meeting was closed. 
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Financia Reports 


The books of The Luther League of America 
for the fiscal year will close on December 31st. 
Help balance our accounts by sending in your 
dues and Sustaining Memberships before that 


time. 
1941 DUES REPORT 
October 31, 1941 
League Billed 

Northern (Californian. os adie oases aeiaiede $34.00 
13—Southern California ............-205- 92.00 
B— Columbia, Districty, ..cacjo.clese saris me wees 34.00 
U2—{GGOoNnECticht,” Fe maim siiivisiaie b(eie.s w\s/06 6 010/6 98.00 
Pama IOLIO Ayia Khalai tag ata aicisieie a\a's.6,e/9e sheieaia/ ne 54.75 
Georgia-Alabama, “ichitalecins oles asics «sienc'e 117.50 
SRT OISM VC teiereic malta isles vn ss olsispesa ereictsie 297.50 
Dvicitcerici Meieietariciecarslcvelase c¥ecievens eevee eave Acker 143.75 
3—Iowa ais inietave diate fae lareis itis ss ete aera. watelermts 189.25 
yrs mc teie cer Pee beyorntale Waters sels sive oishalere ie os 143.50 
1—Kentucky-Tennessee Sioiads ehevsis’ vise tYolevaisreatn 49.25 
9—Maryland ......eee ewes reese ee ewes x 360.50 
IEC ata Se Netnicinly rete cisinie eyaie ofo:20'ssreeie'eiais s- 93.50 
Me—WIAC WEST te cies hice re dish soc. c 0-0 vic dislajale ae 100.00 
WT ASITICCSOLAIE cic sities eleie leis cletevcc s elelele sie ets eae 155.50 
UISSISHID OI NE. 2 iE sie nicrntiict avde'e o.ale s chalesclere 16.25 
Bee NEW? TELSEY: ve ienate (os leiaie inna ieia or Sieusteveratasel4 141.75 
BWeD EAS Cale erates vera cleceielereinus a0 v8 oasis sesleie aerd 112.50 
swe Voriomee inns eae ati. ae 'e sje psieieja tes 718.75 
North Catolitia “odie 884.75 
Obtoltier a asic teas Be oe 372.00 
a Northwest 48.50 
Pennsylvania 

Central Penna. : 

Mienisterigial) syns ctelsacis 2 

Pitts Due ti Fe ersimicies ets, is 
2— ROCK y (IMOUNTAMT < syetejo.aicnsyoie' so sialeie eine ove 40.00 
NG——Soutne Caroling swiss sss are) « ovelaisiatetsrern;ai'es 467.75 
BRR AS arene tetera ys tena siesta eect ie tore eeu Mite sc) aie, axeerens 85.50 
Pieri a Renee de ete caies ain iele cite stetaveevaieiess o\e cece 453.25 
VSS be Ie CATIA ate sialsicis wlsiese visimicic. stele" s.c'e/eie' 8 65.50 
WU ASC CSTE Gs ivi tel enets tate tatpiece else asslersisfeieve: 8.0r8.e 78.50 
VAdberta Conlerence kis <s\eicee soles e earic 

$8,332.75 


20.00 
$5,572.52 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


January 1 to October 31, 1941 


Total 
League uota Paid Loyalty 
Northern California. . $20.00 $14.17 
1—So. California .... 45.00 63.18 $10.00 
Columbia District . 20.00 5.00 5.00 
3—Connecticut ..... 50.00 52.00 20.00 
IMEI al ines eiaaYe cie's a’ bis 25.00 7.00 
Georgia-Alabama . 55.00 39.00 15.00 
WRG Ines eaieiiietsc aisle 145.00 72.00 10.00 
MSTA TANIA eis uaieis)o sin reata 70.00 52.40 35.40 
OWA eee eaieih 2 aisicvaie GOO 73.25 20.00 
AC AMIEAGIG foisip eis iuoia\al are! 6 70.00 46.00 20.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee « 25.00 10.00 
2—Maryland ....... 175.00 199.00 131.00 
4—Michigan ....... 45.00 45.00 32.00 
Midwest i 
Minnesota . 15.71 
Mississippi 3.54 
Nebraska . 29.10 10.00 
New Jersey 58.00 20.00 
New York A 195.50 80.00 
North Carolina . i 126.00 85.00 
iG | alvele a o's. cieivis y 64.00 55.00 
Pacific Northwest ... 25.00 13.00 5.00 
Pennsylvania 
Central Penna. .... 420.00 349.75 148.25 
Ministerium ...... 299.35 119.35 
PSttsBUret, yin sales A 70.00 25.00 
Rocky Mountain .... 20.00 5.00 
South Carolina ..... 225.00 137.00 75.00 
RUEXAG . Udainsisidioie s slaterele 40500 16.00 5.00 
War Ottiigva ve aotsiuin ete ope 225.00 181.01 96.00 
West Virginia ...... 30.00 8.00 5.00 
Wisconsin .......++. 40.00 5.00 5.00 
ADAG A wie eres alsYiveieloisle 13.15 5.00 
Manito per ohne cs wy 6.00 5.90 
Executive Committee 5.00 
MSDECIAN. ssa ea scls a oete 77.75 57.75 
$2,355.86 $1,099.75 
Thirty 


Cont. 


$44.00 


5.00 


$621.39 $634.72 


INDIA PROJECT 
October 31, 1941 


Y. P. 
League Quota Senior 
Northern California ...... $48.00 
Southern California ...... 129.00 
Columbia District ........ 48.00 
Connecticut smi ser ate 137.00 
Plorida® tients seein se 76.00 
Georgia-Alabama ...0.-++. 165.00 
Filinoig) © sia aiste eiareto Aone. « 417.00 
[rncignian eenxsaretota mies ceeseer my BOLTON 
TOW cisternae stale isceee 4 2Ods00) 
annae ne panel aT a Aare bse 
Kentucky- ennessee eeone A 
Maryland ...... Siifoteie tera 605.00 $91.80 
Michigan’. omssacienties hese dodsbe : 
Wid West ig uive's a ware nwa 140.00 
Minnesota asic estes cleie Decca Cea5-00) 
Mississtppiaes ae eee cer 23.00 
Nebraska (aiccensirciets sts ants) OG 4.00 
New eer Aine ne Raoul ase) Beto OUe 42.89 
New: York sisassicssecisn ss 1,000.00 11.73 
North (Carolitia\ vec tesesas 1,299:00 
HIG. sccl eyene stare grelsth oe We's eis) 049.00 27.51 
Pacific Northwest ....... - 68.00 
Pennsylvania 
Central, Pennay <i sidica coe dgese Oe 
Ministertimny te eicteiness sins e 185.0 
Pittsburgh - 630.00 
Rocky Mountain . 56.00 
South Carolina .. « — 653.00 
Texas” Gas dante - 120.00 
Vireinia’ ©. cee - 646.00 
West Virginia 92.00 
Wisconsin cscs. wis 110208 
Inter. Rally—Canada .... 
$177.93 


Inter. 


$7.10 


6.75 


19.42 


$33.27 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 


October, 1941 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 2 


George,J. Born, by St. John’s Luther League, Sacramento 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 47 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 1 
CONNECTICUT, total 12 
FLORIDA, total 6 

Herbert Reinsch 


Charles Lineberger 

Beatrice Gruel 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 10 

Pete: G. Schaefer 
ILLINOIS, total 25 


St. John’s Luther League, Springfield, by Luther League 


of Illinois 


First Luther League, Freeport, by Luther League of Illinois 


INDIANA, total 6 

Luther League of Indiana 
IOWA, total 24 

Virginia Wirt 

Milus Bonker 

Miss lla Lamb 

William Fahy 

Nola Berger 

Trinity Luther League, Sioux City 
KANSAS, total 4 


MARYLAND, total 65 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Cumberland 
MICHIGAN, total 9 


Executive Committee, Luther League of Michigan 


Bob Krase 
Mr. and Mrs. LeMon 
Reformation Luther League, Detroit, 


Frederick Karschnick, by Irmgard Millat, Anne Rollin, 


Helen Taft 
Vernon Moerdyk 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Wiggert 
MIDWEST : 
MINNESOTA, total 1 
MISSISSIPPI, total 2 
NEBRASKA, total 4 
NEW JERSEY, total 26 


Harry Boehnlein, Memorialized by The Luther League 


of New Werac 
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NEW YORK, total 70 

Carl Wolford 

Frank D. Lanspery 

St. Peter’s Luther League, Verona 

Mary Agne 

Ralph Seifert 

Mildred Agne 

Daniel S. Agne 

Leslie Martin 

Louis Bohrer 

Arthur Agne 

Douglas Saltsman 

Florence L. Agne 

Lewis G. Agne 

Senior and Young People’s Groups, Redeemer Luther 

League, Utica 

Rev. F. H. Knubel, D.D. 
NORTH CAROLINA, total 57 
OHIO, total 26 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 5 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Central Pennsylvania, total 188 
G. Walter Coyle 
Earl Brubaker 
Ethel Walker 
Charles W. Forney 
Dr. Conrad F. Hellwege 
Lester Yarnell 
Stoyestown Senior Group, Stoyestown 


Ministerium, total 106 

Martha Snyder 

Mrs. Mary Hettinger, by Senior Group, Zion Luther 
League, Wilmington 

Corp. Wm. H. C. Schell, by Wilkes-Barre Conference 
Luther League : 

Workers’ Conference, Luther League of the Evangelical — 
Lutheran Ministerium of Pennsylvania 

Young People’s Group, Zion Luther League, Tamaqua 

Mrs. Ruth Stauffer 

Mildred Aker 

Edna Yeagle 

Luther E. Killian 

Earl Schmehl 

Eugene Geiger 

Ruth Borger 

Mrs. Chas. L. Williams 

Doris Kruger 


Pittsburgh, total 35 
Rose Heurich 


“ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 2 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 66 


TEXAS, total 4 
Walter Rapp, Jr. 


VIRGINIA, total 63 
WEST VIRGINIA, total 4 
WISCONSIN, total 2 
CANADA, total 5 
MANITOBA, total 2 


God called our loved 


ones, but we lose 
not wholly, 
What He has given; 
They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 
as truly 
As in His Heaven 
Whittier 


MCemorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 


Harry Boehnlein 
Memorialized by the Luther League of New Jersey 


DECEMBER, 1941 


ADDITIONAL NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF 
THE BOYS IN THE SERVICE OF 
THEIR COUNTRY 


(Continued from Page 14) 


MITER, ae Eres 

roop C., Ist Squadron, C. R.T.C., Fort Riley, Kansas 
Morning Star Lutheran Church, L: : irginia’ j 
President of Luther League tars Wiggin 


star rp soe een rats 
ek BER edt. Bi, 2. 95-1, C Lee, Virgini 
Grace Lutheran Church, Rural Retreat, Verwiae hei 


ae ey iy Private 
attery, 27t . N., 6th Regt, F. A. R.C., Fort Sill, Ok 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Shepherdstown, Weet Viteinia> ae 


MOSLEY, George W.,_Private 
56th Inf. Brigade, H. C., Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania 
St. James’ Luther League, Columbia, Pennsylvania 


MYERS, Homer Kenneth 
Battery G., 178th F. A., Fort Bragg, North Carolina 
Zion Lutheran Church, Neubert, Tennessee 


NEUBERT, Gordon 
15th Obon. Sqdn., Post Field, Fort Sill, Oklahoma 
Zion Lutheran Church, Neubert, Tennessee 


NEUBERT, Robert D., 6th Air Squadron, Chanute Field, 
Rantoul, Illinois 
Zion Lutheran Church, Neubert, Tennessee 


OSWALD, Fred, Private 
358th School Squadron, Flight 7, Jefferson Barracks, Missouri 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, East Paterson, New Jersey 


PATTISON, Henry C. : 
A. P. O. 29, Med. Detachment, 116th Inf., Ft. Meade, Maryland 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Wytheville, Virginia 


PEPPLER, S.J. 
O. D., H. M. C. S. Ottawa, c/o Fleet Mail Office, Halifax, N. S. 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Listowel, Ontario, Canada 


PERRIN, Floyd, Jr., Private 
37th School Squadron, Flight C., Chanute Field, Rantone, IIl. 


REED, Leslie J., Second Classman 
U. S. Naval Hospital, Washington, District of Columbia 
Christ Lutheran Church, Staunton, Virginia 


RILEY, J. E., Private 
301 Sig. Co. Ave.. Bolling Field, Washington, D. C. 
Christ Lutheran Church, Staunton, Virginia 


RILEY, W. L., Private 
A. C. R. C., 90th Plate, Bartsdalefield, Louisiana 
Christ Lutheran Church, Staunton, Virginia 


ROGLER, Paul, Private 
Co. I., Reception Center 1229, Fort Dix, New Jersey 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Weehawken, New Jersey 


ROSS, Richard Alvin, Private 
Battery B, 12th Bn., 2nd Platoon, 4th Regt., F. A. R. T. C., 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina 
Grace Lutheran Church, Johnstown, Pennsylvania 


SCHROTTKY, Norman C., Private 
H. O. & H. Q. Co., 3rd Armored Brigade, Camp Polk, La. 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Oshkosh, Wisconsin 


STOCK, Charles F., III 
Signal Corps, Hawaii 
Grace Lutheran Church 


STROUD. C. A., Jr., Private 
Co. H, 116th Inf., 29th Div., Fort Meade, Maryland 
Woman’s Memorial Lutheran Church, Pulaski, Virginia 


SULT, James H., Private 
Troop B, 4th Trng. Sqdn., Cavalry Replacement Center, 
Fort Riley, Kansas ¥ 
Grace Lutheran Church, Rural Retreat, Virginia 


ULRICK, Paul, Private 
Sub Station, 135 M. H., Box 125, Bronx, New York, New York 


WADDELL, Joe P., Private : 
117th Inf., Medical Detachment, 30th Div., Fort Jackson, S. C. 
Ascension Lutheran Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee 


WAHLGREN, Harry, Private 
Co. 13, A. F. S. D., Bldg. 18, Fort Knox, Kentucky 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Oshkosh, Wisconsin 


WILHELM, Charles, Private 
Co. D, 13th Army Regt., L. A. P. O. No. 251, 
Camp Robinson, Arkansas 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Weehawken, New Jersey 


WINE, Winston B., Lieutenant : 
95th Eng. Co. B, Fort Belvoir, Virginia |. 
Salem Lutheran Church, Mt. Sidney, Virginia 


WOLFENBERGER, Robert, Private : 
16th Bomber Squadron, Savannah Air Base, Savannah, Georgia 
Scalp Level Luther League, Scalp Level, Pennsylvania ’ 


WOOFTER, Alfred, Private 


Co. M, 201st Inf., U. S. A. Troop, Sitka, Alaska 
St. Johannes Lutheran Church, St. Clara, West Virginia 


Thirty-one 


CHRISTMAS IN MUSIC, PICTURES 
AND POETRY 


(Continued from Page 5) 
associate of the great poet Dryden, and was appointed 
poet-laureate of England by King William III. 


Hymn: “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” 
(24 PSH. During the singing of this hymn the shep- 
herds will come and kneel near the manger.) 


A Picture Suggestion: “Tidings of Great Joy” by_Ber- 
nard Plockhorst. (The story may be found in “Christ 
and the Fine Arts,’ page 61) 


THE WISE MEN 
Reader or Leaguer: ‘“The Christmas Star” 


High in the heavens a single star, 
Of pute, impecishable light; 

Out of the desert strange and far 
Dim tiders riding through the night; 
Above a hilltop sudden song 

Like silver trumpets down the sky— 
And all to welcome One so young 
He scarce could lift a cry. 


—Nancy Bycd Turner 
Mary: Sings 4th stanza of “Sleep, Baby, Sleep” 
Reader: The Wise Men—Matthew 2:1-12 


(Quiet Music: ‘“We Three Kings of Orient Are’) 
Story: Our New Testament tells us that when Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem of Judea, three wise men came 
to Jerusalem and later to Bethlehem, seeking this 
new-born King. We know also that they were guided 
by a wonderful new star that appeared in the sky. 


We do not know just what countries they may 
have come from, probably small kingdoms on the 
other side of the great desert which separated their 
homes from the place where Jesus was born; but we 
do know that they came from the East, doubtless 
mounted on picturesque camels, whose padded hoofs 
could easily withstand the burning heat of desert 
lands. 


If you will listen to the music of “We Three Kings 
of Orient Are,’ you will note that this rhythm sug- 
gests the swaying movements of the camels and that 
its minor tones indicate its Oriental strain. 


Out of the East these wise men came bearing rich 
gifts for this Child of Promise, whose star of an- 
nouncement they had seen. Crossing fertile fields, 
passing waterfalls and rivers, they followed on through 
rugged mountain passes and barren, waste desert lands, 
guided by this strange new star which seemed to lead 
them. 


The first king brought gold, doubtless for a crown 
with which to honor this new uncrowned King of a 
new kind of Kingdom. 


The second king brought frankincense, a very 
Sweet spicy perfume which, when it is burned, makes 
a spiral smoke that rises heavenward. The people of 
the Old Testament times used it in their services of 
worship, because it helped them to think of the near- 
ness of their Heavenly Father. Since Jesus was the 
Father’s best Gift to men, this wise man from the 
East brought a gift which made him think of Jesus 
as God’s best gift to humanity. 


The third king brought myrrh, a spice always used 
in the burial service in the East. This gift of myrrh 


Thirty-two 


prophetically reminds us that Jesus was to give His. 
life for those He loved and for others who knew not 
the will-and spirit of His Heavenly Father. 


Hymn: “We Three Kings of Orient Are” (53) PSH 


(When this hymn is sung the kings may come, pre- 
sent their gifts and kneel. If there are three young 
men with good voices, it is suggested that they each 
sing a solo—just before they present their gifts at 
the manger.) 


Poem: “Magi’—of Old and Today. 


Away from the palace of comfort and ease, 
Over mountain and desert afar, 

Till down to the lowliest stable it led, 
They followed the gleam of His stat. 


Away from the mansions of selfish desire, 
To hovels of want and despair, 

The star of the Christ is still leading the way, 
That man may discover Him there. 


—Herbert J. Doran 


Reader: As the Wise Men have brought their gifts to 
place at the manger, as a gift to the new-born King, 
we will now bring our contributions for the work of 
extending the Kingdom of Christ in our Luther 
Leagues. The offering will now be taken. 


Special Music 
Consecration Prayer (when the offering is received) 


We open here our treasures and our gifts; 
And some of it is gold 
And some is frankincense, 

. And some is myrrh; 
For some has come from plenty, 
Some from joy, 
And some from deepest sorrow of the soul, 
But Thou, O God, dost know the gift is love, 
Our pledge of peace, our promise of good-will, 
Accept the gift and all the life we bring. Amen. 


—Herbert H. Hines 
Hymn: “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
Closing Prayer and Benediction 


hh Lh Lh 


ANSWERS TO “WHAT AND WHERE IN THE 
OLD TESTAMENT” (Page 3) 


1 (Goat 8. Egypt 15. Tubal-Cain 
2. Olive 9, Feet 16. Salt 
3. Sheep 10. Famine 17. Sulphur 
4. Tents 11, Ass (brimstone) 
5. Camel 12. Cucumber 18. Apothecary 
6. Barley 13. Tarshish 19. Abel 
7. Almond 14. Ophir 20. Land of Shinar 

Date rey all eal 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 

Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. 


Baltimore, Md. 


“was graduated from Wittenberg College.” 


These simple, but five important words appearing in bi- 
ographies and obituaries the world over give the key to the 
character of those 

WHO in their youth at Wittenberg learned how to 

fashion their genius to the needs of the age . . . 

WHO at Wittenberg learned how to be strengthened 

in faith in God ... 

WHO at Wittenberg found the way from selfishness, 

cynicism, ingratitude .. . 

Five simple words must be sustained in value. Five thou- 
sand alumni everywhere will agree that Wittenberg College, 
in undertaking a campaign for more than a million dollars, 
must be supported by generous contributions so that 

“was graduated from Wittenberg College” 
must cOntinue to mean more and more 

So, for students now at Wittenberg and for those to come, 
the million is now needed to realize a greater college on the 
historic and beloved campus in Springfield, Ohio. 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
i in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


68th Year 


MARION COLLEGE 


A Lutheran College For Young Women 


Accredited Junior College and last two years of High 
School in famous “blue grass” region of Virginia 


LIBERAL ARTS 
PRE-LIBRARY 
PRE-NURSING 
PRE-JOURNALISM MUSIC 
PRE-SOCIAL WORK SPEECH 


Happy home and social life in atmosphere of Southern culture 


Catalogue and Viewbook 
H. J. RHYNE, President 


MOTION PICTURES 


ROCKY BOY TODAY 


Indian Mission at Rocky Boy Reservation, Montana— 
Sun Dance to Holy Communion 


Write for list of other films. 


Guard Spninat disappointment by consulting us 
efore renting motion pictures, 


LUTHERAN FILM SERVICE 


A Division of Religious Teaching Pictures 
Chicago, Ill. 


77 West Washington 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled’ by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 

Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 

majors in eight fields of concentration, _ ‘ 
Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business, , 
Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 
Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 
Personal attention to the individual student. 5 
Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 

of the state. 


Very reasonable expenses 
For Catalogue, Write 


JAMES C. KINARD, President 


EDUCATION 
BUSINESS EDUCATION 
HOME ECONOMICS 


BOX L, MARION, VIRGINIA 
erivaniveviverivanivarivexiveriveiel 


MANAMAMOMOAMOMAOL 


SOLID COPPER 


00k Marks 


Illustration shows book-clip to match and the method 
of attaching to book. Fine grade of silk cord is used 
for connecting the book-mark and clip. The book- 
mark is hammered by hand on edges and is made from 
solid copper, burnished and lacquered. : 


rf 35 cents each 
or 3 for $1.00 
__ Designs may be assorted 


ee 


Design No. 200 


Each book-mark is mounted 
in a specially designed Gift 
Folder with plain envelope. 
Designs numbered 105, 200, 
250, 300, and 350 are hand 
painted in full colors in 
stamped design. 


Design No. 105 . 


A NEW ITEM 


Design No. 500 


_ The letter openers are made of same 
_ material and hand hammered edges as 
described above. The emblem is hand 
painted in full colors. 


TO AVOID DELAY 


' Remittance must 
accompany order 
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